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The time is 6:20 P, Dec. 24. What better time is there to stert
- onother Scatter issue? !Many 2 max gnd meny & down-wind chese
\_/ have been chalked up since last we affronted your sensibilites
with a Scatter. Your respite has ended.

What better time then now to reflect on what has happenad in
this yesr of 1968, The struggle of men’s spirit against socinl
systems end repressive governments that want to dreg the
individual back to thedark ages is not ordinarily the subject
of Scatter editorials. On this occasion we meke an exception.

Thirty years ago Hitler‘s tanks rumbled into Prague. This
year once agein tenks, planes aad troops occupied Czechoslovakis,
th.s time from the Soviet Union., In each case the sgressor
charged the Csechs with a threst to thelr security. In Hitler's
case the invasion was g frab of teritory, goods smd bouty., A
convulsive move by a "modernday” Ghengis Khan. The USSR invaded
Czechoslovekia with 700,000 men, 7,000 tanks and 1,000 plenes
to re-establish censorship of the press., How clearly, how
| sadly, it demonstrates that Communism is Jjust enother
oppressive politicel system. It 1s not just a gocialistic
economic system, it is the subjugation of the mind.

Thet there are brave men in Czechoslovakis,Hungexry, Poland,
Rumania, Albania, Yugoslavia,China end the USSR, there is no
doubt, It is the firm N0 to Communism that comes from thelr




mszzlad 1ips that so sttests. For example congider the

coursge of Major General FPyotr G, Grigorenko delivering =
eulogy at the funeral rites of Aleksel Y. Koaterin (a2 Russian
writer who had been expelled from the Party). Gigorenko sald
that Yg person, in Kosterins estimatlon, 4is 2 thinking being.
Therefere nature has given him a striving for knowledge, that
is, the need to critically evaluate reality, drawing ones

own conclusions end freely steting one’s convictions and
opinions, For this Kosterin was terribly hated by those who
believe thet people exist to create a backdrop for 'leaders?® to
appleud and shout "hurrsh® for them, %o believe in them blindly,
o0 pray for them, to endure without murmr all scorn of
themselves end to quack with pleasure when thelr $rough is
poured with more and richer fodder than into the other troughs.”

With much harrassment and prodding from Perty attendants the
lights were turned off end the mourners left, to be swellowed
up once again by the "demned machine® of Soviet totaliterianism.

The contacts that we have had with Czech free flight modellers
have all been on 2 very friendly, warm basis. Tor example
here is re-printed from Northern Area News the resction of
some of the British team to their brief glimpse of the Czechs.

"4 word shout Czechoslovekie. The countryside is very
attractive but the cities, towns end villages have a
drebness sbout them that comes through an attitude of
complaining. The people seem %o go gbout their deily
tagks without a smile and one gets the impression thet
they had the 'stuffing® knocked out of them. No

bright lights illuminate shop windows, no gay colours
anywhere, no advertisings, paint peeling off struciturss.
Basutiful buildings lapeing into a state of decay. Low
quality food and badly prepared at thet. Bad roadway
conditions. In a nutshell - nothing %o attract tourists.
On the credit side they brew excellent beer, the
ordinary people are obvicusly hard working, very honest,
sincere and polite. They could not do enough to make us
welcome both in the cities and rursl districts. By
genersl consent the atiractiveness of the Czech females
has to be seen to be appreciated., They have more than
everything - in the right places, do not wear maeke-up,
wzar" plain clothes, predominantly jeans, sandals, Jjumpers
@GCe S e o :

Some of the British contingent stayed on after the ‘67 World
Chempionship and attended & local meet &% Uhersky Brod.
There were 60 entered in Nordic A2, 3 in Wekefield and 9 in
FAI power. Comments were:

" The organizers provided motor cycle retrlevers for
us only but there was no problem with everyone
ploughing across the sugar-beeti as if it wasn®t there.




Chris®s (to put it politely) well worn model csused a
iot of interest as did a1l our gliders. Their desligus
were much less rugged with internel spars, and only a
fow had timers. Joe Savini used his number 2 and was
climbing consistently higher than the Cgzecha. One ox
two were using IVVS diesels but runs were not consistent
end airfremes were resonating. Wakefleld standard was
iow (only 3 entries) but this was due to the lack of
rubber, not aixframe design., All seemed to be using
internal thrust races and soume very nice machined dural
noseblocks were to be sesn.

Prizes were excellent, being of the briefcase, electric
ragor type for the Czechs and tremendous dolls in

Notionel dress for the British winners- plus engraved
half litre glasses. Then to our surprise %1 the British
were given dolls,glasses, photograprhs of the village

end local airecraft industry ss souveniers. This

included Chris and Joe sgain., Even Joes girl (a non-
conpetitor) got o prize. A very nice ending to an
excellent contest.

The finsl results sheet of the °67 W.C. contained the
following salutation:

®A11 hes been sald and done-so the Free Flight Woxld
Chempionship in Czechoslovakias is terminated. Ve

heve wished good trophies to all of you, who camej

but only the best modellers could win the titles of
World Champions. Best Congratulations to the new
World Chempions and to individuals and teams on
following places too. Good wishes to all of them in
the future, not only in seromodelling, but alsc in
privete life. It is possible that small obstacles
heve occurred, perhaps some people werse satisfied more,
the others less. We tried to do our best - %o

satisfy sll your wishes amd to explain all the mis-
understandings. We hope there was a minimum of them,
Iiliou have been satisfied in Czechoslovakia, we

w be plessed to meet you here for the second iime, :
We would like to greet you ﬁain not only like competitors,
but like tourists =and travellers too, because there
were fow poesibilitiea to acknowledge beautlies of our
country during the Championship. Therefore -~ even
though we say goodbye to you, we cordially say at

the same time - till we see sgain.”

Certainly we thank the Csech people for their friendliness =nd
good wishes and wish them hope and success in casting off
their subjegators and building their own private lives.
Perhaps then we can get on with a gn_égﬁlorld Championship

in which political fall-out will no ock-out worthy



contenders such a2s happened to the Israselis in %67,

Our editorial comment is that we think the FAI ghould so
srrenge its schedule of competition and the accrediting of
member countries so as to exclude those who choose to impose
political restraints on other members. Perhaps this l1s too
much to hope for in todasy’s cynical age but we dont intend
%o have our head in the sand.

John Blount - Berks, Tand

John writes to ask about the overseas mailing costs and
subscription charges for "Scetter". We have one charge, 1%
is $2,00 for 12 issues and it includes postege to any
paerticular cormner of the earth that you happen to be in,

No additional postal fees are asked by us.

The only other charge we moke to you is that all subscribers
must contribute materiel. It can be of whatever form you
feel is appropriate., A newsy letter, a new free flight
design, contest results, photographs, gossip etc. are sll
acceptable, low for Johnt :

"] am a member of the Croyden Club over here, which l1s
almost exclusively free flight - in fact I'm this year's
Chairmen - and am interested specifically in Wakefield
and A2, The issue I have in hand includes the Patterson
Wakefield. Curiously enough, my present Wakefield

has almoet the ssme port wing varisble incldence setiing
which Pstterson uses, but with a different mechanism.

As far as I know, no one else uses this system over here,
but 2 lot of people have been curious., 0dd, also that

the seme system should be devsloped indepepdentlgo_ Mine
was Carl Hermes inspired - meybe Pattersons too?

Ag 2 nmatter of fact Patterson®s wing incidence changer was
first developed by Jim on an FAI Power ship. It was a
beautiful plece of construction but got sprung in a prang

or two before it could bg :Bully trimmed out. No doubt Jim
was influenced by Hermes and also Hank Coles early efforis.
Jim flew sgainst Hermes at the team selection semi finals at
Seattle in 1965, Carl®s ship had the auto wing mechanism
but it wasn®t working toc well at the time. I guess Jim
vowed that he could do it better.

Well John, let us know how you meke out with your ship.



Alar, Mc I.III & IV by Bo

Bob sends us drawings and informetion on a series of A-2
Nordics. Bob is reticent sbout claiming anything revolutionary
Por his designs but still his obsexrvations are interesting.

Alar M I

This glider was built in 1961, It was three ounces
overweight at 17% ounces. Still air performance was
around 2:15 = 2325, The model performed very well
under turbulent conditions, In windy turbulent air,
it seemed to toke advantage of any ground 1ift, and
often did 60 ~ 90 seconds at less than 75 feet. Tow
was easy to control and it could be led in either
diréction. .

The weasknesses noted were the failure of the balse
spars in the tips on a cartwheel landing. The fuselage
construction was quite strong, but was also heavy
because of the spruce longerons and the thick, rather
herd balsas sides, The wire dowel and rubber band

wing fixing tended to come epart in a hard landing.

This necessitated removing the wing and re-bending it -
sn amoying inconvenience. It was felt that atill air
time could be improved by a general cleasning up of

the design,

Alar Mk III

The second model of this series had three r changess
a re-worked fuselage construction, ellipticel wing %ips,
and dural tongue wing fixing. The more complex fuselage
was used because of its strength and lighter weight.

The elliptical tips were partly for looks and partly
for aerodynamic considerations.

Sti1l sir average was 2:20 - 2:30, The same .desirable
turbulent air characteristics were retained. One

of the two Mt III®s built had the heblit of dropping

the inside wing on turn. All of the usual measures were
teken to work this out but the cheracteristic persisted.
The model never did spin out of a thermal, so the dropped
wing was tolerated, :

I+ was felt that etill air time could be improved by
using & thimmer airfoil and higher aspect ratio, the
gquestion was whether all-weather performence could
be retained,
Alear Mk IV

The chenges involved in this model were:s thimner sirfoll,



higher sspect railo
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trinming

This model was not %too itolerant of wind oxnd
turbulence. In winds of 20 IPH end higher, the glidex
settled rapidly ss if under elevated. This was
atteibuted to separstlon of the thimmer airfoll with
& rather sharp nose radius.

This model had a cheracteristic that made 1t velualle
for contemt work. Vhen it encountersd 1ift on tow, 1%
would wheel into its glide twn. This helped esss the
problem of thermel detection, as it wes a positive
indication of 1ift. Unfortunately, this characteristic
did not provide the breath o run another hundred yards
to £ind 1ift.

It wes Telt ;that en aixfoll that was more tolerant of
turbulence, such as a B6356b or the Hacklinger ssction
used by Lindner would help solve the primery feult

of this design., The construction methods and proportions
were felt to be =deguate.

Sergio Montes - Sant Chile

Sergio visited us here in Califormie last year. Ve were
quite impressed with this enthusiast from Seouth America.

The more we meet people like Sergilo amd the more information
we receive, such as the following letier, the more we vow

4o find some way to meet and fly with them in a frue
Chenpionship of Americsa.

e ;
In £irst place I must ask you %o forgive my inciwility
for not having ansversd before your mest generous
letter. After the Summer holidays the problems of
the organiszation of the 6th South American Champlonshiyp
were so pressing thet I had %o forget that I had &
family, job end so on. I only marvel thait I wasn't gacked!
The Championships went very smoothly, thanks to a lot
of help from the Chileean Airforces., We had 6 couniries
battling for %top positions in the recogniged PAI events,
excopt Scele snd Combat, As & counfry, Chile went
so-g30, earning mostly sscond places without individusl
winners bu% without disgraceful performences elither.
Top event wes (What did you expect?) Wakefield, It
wos won by an Argentinizn, Frmestc Colombo with the
only perfect score of the Chempionships. The standaxd
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of the flying was quite good. The weathor was
ahsolutely perfect, being seggily celm, quite coldand
amncth. The chances of catching = thermal were very
021l =and to the last round thers was very hot
conpetition, In the last rouand a lot of people
including one S. libntes were downdrafted, so there was
. guite a reshuffle of %top plecas. Tventually I managed
a 5th place after heing in third position up %o the
fourth round. The Argentiniens wen on a tesm basis,
with very eimiler modsla. ALl of them had 14 strand
motors, and went for high clinb with fast discharge,
The winner put & many as 490 turns in his last flight.
With a febulous rate of climb, I cen tell you for
sure that nothing I sew at Taft could compere with
Colombo?s stemdard, Frops. were eéxtremely thin,
nounted on double ballhearings end used cerden shafts
to secure a very smooth discharge.

Power was not so good. Fventually the o outstanding
flyer was the wimner, Walter Nuttini from razil, He
had 8 very, very interesting model., Wing planform wes
MembaRay tarpe with variable taper and a span of 220 om.
MrPoil a turbulated Comover. Silk covered in Brasil
National colours. A rather long fuse with o smallish
atzb with verishle incidence ond auto-rudder. Engine

o very well contrived G15 thet went 19,5000 on & raworked
Grish Nylon 8x4, The blasted thing climbed in a 'very
sedate right spiral not too steep, Wwui so deceiving.
Actually he was by far the highest climber, tho i 3
reckon that he was still below your stendard or Ven Nest's.

Second place man, Meuricio Zito from Argentine, had a
. slightly modded Viking with yet snother G15, but he
was very badly trimmed for the conditlons. It is better
not to spesk of the following places., In case there
wos cnother conspicuous failure foxr the touted
Taltos, that Hungerian model thei took our modellers
by storm in 1964, following articles in Aeromodeller and
Anarican lodellier, I will give my biased opinion

aiﬁt such a thin airfoil used in a power plane.
The glide characterietics wers chenmging from flight ¢o
fiight on the three Taltes that were perticapating.
The fact that Seeliz had the ssame airfoll, but a : A
shested wing, may indicate that flew over a conventionelly
builtd wing ueing that thin Benedek is not eptimal.

17 you remember & letter that I sent to Prank Zaic
concerning a caloulstion of the probable flight time
for A2 gliders, I aan prepared to eat it! Two of the
Chilean planes were doing a consistent 190 seconds of

50 m, with absolutely no assistance from weather
conditions. We don't have dew thermals elther, as ouxr
flving slte is extremesly « One of the planes used
+he same Eppler sirfoil that I mentioned to you in
connection with 2 caln weather Wakefield., The other was
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rather sinilory, but with i
pienes were nmine, of sous
planes, but they too!

wenther to the
They do not strec
use 50m, ianstezd of
heavy %o tow in coin
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"%:?wm Tt % jm* a 35 ight wiin

- wind, Do you know that steic: tly spesking Decron lines

are not sllowed by FAI msml*ﬁ"im“a“ They should bs
monofilanent, ‘!.**wug,z I doubt that this resulation has

aver been enforced. It would nesn the ruin of I, Rubbaoh,

Bventually, on the lazst "otmdg a8 very consistent
£lying Argentinian won., The firat mentioned ship was
not stable enough for the conditions of the last round.
You need two planes of different charactesrisiics.

A1l in ell;, an unforgeisvls experisnce, which I wish we
could rapea'!: with sn Anmerican teem present, "Iext one
in Lima, Peru in 1970,

!L‘h:ls yea.r I am concentrating on Powar, with diesel
gn ney cell me a defender of lost causes)
The lost Saturn was tound., and a Neptunus(Saturn with
JITL) is being completed 2 Webre Mach II,
This vexriation on your zCua:!.eka excellent design will
be zn interesting sxzperiment. Will it turn lef$, or
won't 17 In fect I muat give you uw warnest thanks

for your offer of enginss.

- 014 News Department

The 13690 TFree Flight World Ch.ampionshipl \1511 be held at
«.fiener - lsustadi, Auatrias Three nodels will be zllowed.

%o the 7 :ound rules?) llore news on this next wmonth.

Next lonth

Details on how tc build Hertdlll's Auto-Stab
mechanism for PAL Power plus news on engines,
pipes and the 4th annusl PAT Desert Chal‘lenge

to be held Janusry 18 & 19 at Blythe, Californis
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