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Chairman’s Corner – Mark Chomyn
As we roll into February, I’m looking out the window at a steady stream of rain com
glad I got some fertilizer on the lawn but causes me some concern when I think abo
Especially the access road. Not so much the roadbed itself but the road entrance ap
have eroded the road edge and made the entry difficult to navigate. It’s within the p
City of Perris doesn’t see it as an issue that it needs to be responsible for. In the pas
the clubs that’s kept it passable. There was some talk of moving up the road (easter
which has a better entry transition but a bit rougher roadbed. We’ll keep you posted
Despite a rainy day and competition from NFL football broadcasts we had a well-a
on January 20. Award certificates were handed out to those placing third, second an
flying categories and the first-place winners also received trophies for their efforts.
Orbiteer of the Year was presented to Tim Batiuk who walked away with an armfu
believe) which included the coveted Orbiteer of the Year hardware. Congratulation
should look very impressive on the fireplace mantel. A big thank you to Mike Pyke
contest results and crunching the numbers to determine the awardees and to Don B
award certificates printed and getting the trophies engraved. And a great big shout
coordinated obtaining the venue (Fillippi’s Pizza Grotto) and planning the dining m
ceremony was captured for posterity by our award-winning photographer Arline Ba
check the website and El Torbellino if you want to see your smiling face and me w
handing you your award. Sorry about that.

Following the award presentations, we held our world-famous raffle. The tables we
quite a few model airplane kits. Among the kits were models from John Hutchison’
which were donated to the club by John’s wife Kathy McLaughlin and his son Greg
John’s collection was acquired by club members, and I hope to see those models fl
memory. For those kits that were not acquired at the banquet, I will be bringing tho
for those who may be interested.

The contest year has just started, and it finds our contest coordinator Mike Pykelny
mother nature in rescheduling our January 21st contest to the January 28th rain date.
unable to attend but I hope that those of you who did caught your fair share of therm
contest is scheduled for February 18 and events will be, Coupe, Glider (HL, CL and
contests of note include the Kiwi Cup and America’s Cup, February 10-12 at Lost
Cup, February 18 at Webster West Field in Eloy, Arizona. In the no- so-distant futu
San Diego will hold its first two-day event of 2024 on March 30 and 31 in Perris C
out flyers for the contest at the banquet and it’s going to be quite a show. There wil
events, one of which will be the Sky Bunny (you do remember the Sky Bunny don’
well as eight other categories of free flight events. Keep your eye on your email an
details.

A warning to those who wish to avoid an all-expenses paid trip to the proverbial “d
Valentine’s Day. So, don’t forget to get something sweet and thoughtful for your w
other. A word to the wise is sufficient.
Keep on building and flying!
Mark
ing down. Makes me
ut the field in Perris.

proach. The recent rains
ublic right-of-way but the
t it’s been repair work by
ly) to another access road
on how this works out.

ttended awards banquet
d first in our various
The honor of being the

l of trophies (three I
s Tim, the hardware
lny for keeping the
artick for getting the
out to Linda Piazza who
enu. The award
rtick. Thanks Arline. So,

ith my ugly kisser

re filled with prizes and
s personal collection
Hutchison. Most of

ying at Perris in John’s
se to the monthly contests

already dealing with
I was in Sacramento and
als. Our next monthly
Tow) and power. Other

Hills and the Presidents
re the Scale Staffel of

a. William Scott handed
l be four mass launch
t you?) mass launch as

d the El Torbellino for

og house”, February 14 is
ife, partner or significant



“I watched Bill Baker launch his 1939 Korda to 400 feet in forty seconds. It was like witnessing a miracle.
At that moment I knew I would enjoy stick and tissue Free Flight for the rest of my life.”

From “Living in the Past”, by Don DeLoach, Jan-Mar SAM SPEAKS, about attending his first model
airplane contest at Fort Worth TX, in 1985
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Radio De-Thermalizer System for Free Flight Model Airplanes
By Mike Jester

If your free flight model airplane catches a thermal, the good news is that it
time. The bad news is that if you don’t have a de-thermalizer (DT) on the model th
you stand a good chance of losing the model. Fuse DTs are legally prohibited in Ca
that they could start a wildfire. Viscous damper DTs are inexpensive and lightweig
accuracy problems. I failed in my attempt to modify a TOMY mechanical timer for
band burner DTs are extremely accurate but they are relatively expensive and relati
require the power of a LiPo battery. The radio-activated DT (RDT) is the most exp
DT system, but it allows you to DT the model once it has achieved a max in an offi
retrievals and reduces the risk of losing the model. An RDT also enables you to do
you are evaluating the power pattern. More importantly, it allows you to end a fligh
diving or is heading toward a freeway, tree line, or other undesirable venues. An R
RF transmitter, an RF receiver, a LiPo battery, and a miniature servo. I recently ins
on my Old Time Rubber (OTR) Korda Victory model. The receiver and battery are
the underside of a mounting plank made of 1/16-inch sheet balsa wood. The mount
held in place inside of the cockpit with a plastic screw and nut. The servo is mount
fuselage. When I depress the pushbutton on the RF transmitter, it sends a signal to
then sends a signal to the servo, causing its arm to swing rearwardly, and release th
horizontal stabilizer to pivot upwardly 45-degrees. This RDT system saved me a lo
WESTFAC contest in Buckeye, Arizona that took place last October. I completed b
Victory just before the contest, and took this untrimmed model to the flying field. I
short trim flights between which I adjusted the decalage and thrust line while I prog
launch torque. On one trim flight the model took off straight, and continued flying
have resulted in a one-mile retrieval hike but I activated the RDT early and saved a
avoiding an exhausting trek through tall alfalfa.
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Servo (white), RF receiver (blue), and LiPo battery (silver) - total weight 6.81 grams

RF receiver and LiPo battery secured to mounting plank held to fuselage with plastic screw

The CD of the 2023 WESTFAC contest (Tom Arnold) allowed me to fly my Korda Victory in both
the OTR Fuselage and OTR Stick events. For the latter event, I removed the landing gear and moved my
Walston RF tracker (not shown) from the mounting plank to the nose of the fuselage to keep the CG in the
optimum location. On one of its official flights, my Korda Victory burrowed itself beneath the tall alfalfa and
may have been lost for good but for carrying the RF tracker. An RDT is not for everyone due to its cost,
weight, and complexity. I can understand why most fliers prefer to merely install a viscous damper DT and
avoid using an RF tracker or an RDT. If they lose their model, they just build another one.





ANNUAL ORBITEER and SCALE STAFFEL BANQUET - Photos by Arline Bartick
Event Cake for all

Tim Batiuk - Orbiteer of the Year recipient, 1S

David Wade - 1ST Rubber and 1ST Old Time
Must be present to win
T H

/ N
L Glider, and 1ST Catipult Glider
ostalgia



ANNUAL ORBITEER and SCALE STAFFEL BANQUET - Photos by Arline Bartick
Mike Pykelny – 1ST Coupe and 1ST Power

Don Bartick – 1ST P-30
I
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San Diego Orbiteers
Flying Schedule 2024
Taibi Field Perris, Ca

Primary Date Rain Date Event CD___

January 21 Jan 28 P-30/Glider/Power

February 18 Feb 25 Coupe/Glider/Power

March 17 March 24 OT/NOS Rubber/Glider/Power

April 14 April 28 P-30/Glider/Power

May 19 May 26 Coupe/Glider/Power

June 23 June 30 OT/NOS Rubber/Glider/Power

July 21 July 28 P-30/Glider/Power

August 18 Aug 25 Coupe/Glider/Power

September 22 Sept 29 OT/NOS Rubber/Glider/Power

October 20 Oct 27 P30/Glider/Power

November Nov 8,9&10 Dual Club, Lost Hill, Ca.

November 17 Nov 24 Coupe/Glider/Power

December 15 Make-up



Orbiteer
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Thank Da
s Monthly Results

28th Tiabi Field

Greg
David
Clint

Mike/Stan
Clint

Chris
Tim
Greg

Tim
Stan
Brad

vid for bringing the Girls Scout Cookies
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WHAT’S HAPPENING - February 2024

February 18 - San Diego Orbiteer Outdoor Monthly
Taibi Flying Field, Perris CA, 7:30 am
Events: Coupe / Glider / Power


