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Semi Finels — Taft, Calif,

On Sept. 2,3 & 4 the West Coast team selection semi-finels
were held at Taft, Calif, This field is probably the best
ective free flight site in the U.S.A..Gardner field is an \
ex WWII primery training base with five paved runways (asphalt)
set down in the middle of the desert about 5 miles east of
Teft, Calif. and 90 miles IIW of Los Angeles. No buildings
remain on the site, only a few foundstions., Land around the
field is mainly desert with one cotton field about 2 miles to
the 5E. londaes can be ridden in eny direction about as far as
you have gas, Weather is exceptionzl with little wind but
plenty hot in the summer. (no humidity) In the Fall temperatures
are down in the 70%s and nights cool. Wind is never a problenm
except a short time in the spring. Thermal activity follows a
regular pattern., In the morning up to about 7300 Nordics

float nicely and can be trimmed for good dead air time. From
7200 to about 11230 thsrmels build frequently without too much
sgg in dead sir time, However after 11:30 the air goes lifeless
snd thermals are scarce., Besides that the stuff between the
scarce thermels is all down, and you just cgn't repeat your
eorlie@iead sir time. You must thermal in this period or

die, WPthout thermsls, typicael times are 90 to 120 secs. Later
on, a 1little breeze comes up end thermals become easier to find.
From gbout 3:00F! the thermals get weaker and harder to find.
Ilon thermsl time however, goes back up to about 905 of the
morning "desd-air®™ time.

We don't know where people got the idea that Celifornia thermals
are 2 lot stronger than those found elsewhere., It Just isn't so.




Desides that, thermal strength is not as importent as thermal
fregquency., Also, gir conditions between thermals can very a lot.

Flying et a plece like Taft is quite pleasant from the stzndpoint
of convenience and comfert. That is, the wind is never strong
end it is never cold end there are no obstructions. Otherwise

it mey well be that actual thermal predictability snd genernl

air suitability mey be much better in other parts of the

country. To those of you buried to your pylons in snow I am

sure you will never go along with this postulation but that's

the way it goes. Anyway, back to the semi-fineals,

FAT Power was flown the first day. Sterting at 6330 A, 8
rounds, 1f . hours epch were flown., The results, we think were
quite impresuive, Of the 20 entarved, 10 had #ll pexes after

5 rounds, Two, Cuusick & Ven llest, made it through the 8 rounds
with all maxes, ZIZight more had 7 mexes. Sixteenth place was
only down 113 secs. from the winner. OSee Figure 1 for the
distribution of time versus place, The unfilled symbols on
the plots indicate those who "won" and have qualified to go on
to the finsl teanm selection contest to be held at a central
location next year. The tailed symbols denote those that
dropped out. Illore on the significance of these plots later on.

The SoCsheDs club took on the llerculesn task of orgenizing ond
conducting the meet neinly induced by the old sew - "if you
want something done right do it ouxselr o 1H&k§§aic headed

up the ste ek &
event fieldldirectors,

Ken Sykora Bill Hortill was chief
processor, Craig Cusick got the fuel, Ray llansen made flaogs,
Bob Uiehle hendled trash disposal, Tloyd Ililler dropped in
from Ohio to see how we do things out here, !'is presence wes
as odded bonus for we 211 got a first hand raport on whet
happened in Sazena.

Processing was done 100)> by voucher. Vouchers and airplanes

were chocked and stamped the night before each event. Only

& few airplanes had to be guickly modified to the correct

min, arec, Processing is alweys asn interesting affair,
providing en opportunity to see 211 the anirplanes in the
“before" coniition. Also gives an opportunity to telk to the
competitors in their "before" condition. Only drawback is

the weariness that comes with the inevitable late hours.

Even with vouchers it is too much work for the time availsble,
The level of competition in power wes such that most were
fearful of dropping a few seconds and thus felling out of

what looked lige e bi £fly-off, Ven llest, Cusick & Trego ware.
flying Soturns. Van llest was in good shape with well trimmed
shwpo and the best engines on the field, Cralg had & new
ship, 4 go=uo engine, and lots of cool. He decided not to blow



S

it this year., Trego was funciioning well but waited till the
end of a string of maxes to glide into an inverted thermal
for 86 seconds., This moved him from lst place to 1l4th place.

Al Vels put on & very good ceareful performance, but he also
stunbled into & downer on round 7 for 118 sec., meking the
rest maxes snd clinching 11th place. [like Achterberg, a
young flier from Fresno,did a great job flying a Cherny type
airplene to 3rd place missing a perfect score by 2 seconds,

Your editor was flying a new Roadruwmer. Seme setup as befors,
with auto stsb and rudder, Dall Oglio wing section g minimun wi.e
Engine »ad been best of the litter by about 1000 RFIL, ‘
Erratic running however did not respond to the usual fixes,
plug, fuel lines, needle valve etc. Suspect now that sand

Prom previous meet at Lake Elsinore had re-bored it a little
oversize, Anywsy slong with 6 maxes, an over=-run turnsd up

in vound 6, It happensd near the end of the round s0000-!

off on the llonde after the ship. Timing the speed of the Diing
ship and the lionda, jumped off the bike, caught the ship, ren

af ter the wiped-out bike, kicked it to life and back to the
field. A quick check of Tatones little llarvel revceled soume
loose screws, Iixed that, checked the run under power and )
then made the flight sgain, This time cut a little short for
gsafety and since there was no time to pick the air, you guessed
it sonny, badsville and down she ceme for 174 secs. The other

““non mex was due to tne unfortunate decision to Tly in the large

downdraft of Jin Trego’s in the last round. It stayed up for

140 secs, which was remarkeble considering the strength end

violence of the downdraft. . G s e = s

In a report like this I suppose you are supposed to say "everybody

used Super Tigres" "The top six did not use suto surfaces",

"lodels do not climb in tight spirals anymore on FAL fuel® and

80 on., These generalizations are not alweys indicative of
anything so we try to resist them here. Rather we try to

%mprgss you with the magnitude and oversll excellence of our
00-~boo8 .

Wekefield was flowm the second day, getting 211 the noisy events
over with first. Temperature wes pretiy high, to about 102 degrees.
A big disappointment wes the fact that there were very few new
Wakefields or new ideas, The winners sll seemed to be flying

stuff that had been just dragged out of dead storege, Picking

the eir made the difference and it didn®t seem to matter that

the airplanes were old, tired, and out of adjustment.

It was good to see father end son Ed, and Dick Dolby flying
together and both gquelifying. The Dolby®s are doing s lot for
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the resurgence of interest in rubber events here in the west,
which reninds me, I haven®t stuck my unlimited back together
yete

Figure 2 shows the distribution of %time versus place for
Wakefield, Taft end Bong results are quite similar. Surprisingly
the Perry Oklshoma winner, Bob Wilder, did almost as well es
Andvade snd Crowley in splte of miserable conditions of

wind and rain. :

The third end lsst day found the Nordic hopefuls flying and
trimming to eks out all the deasd air performence that they
could find. As 2 result most everyone waited till the end of
the round, using the time to trim and hoping there would be
more chaence for thermal activity.

Tndividual flights were mede by Dennis Bronco who got 175 secs.,
Ilartill who got 162 secs. 2nd then 2 mass launch in which the
highest time wes 154 secs. lNobody maxed in the first round.
From then on it was 2 case of unabashed piggy backing by most
of the fliers., Those that have perfected this technique and
had no qualms sbout avsolutely waiting out until the thermels
were handed to them on a silver platter, made 1t,

Steve lloulihan, en inspired exception, found his own 1lift at
will snd in one round ren upwind so fer that when he released
into 1if%t, flew for a max and then DT'd still well upwind of
everybody else.

In spite of 21l the arguments for end against pigg% backing one
observation does seem to hold. HNordic design has become
astagnant and meny fliers are losing interest in the event. lore
on this in the next issue.

Surming up the results this observer finds a major flaw in the
Semi Final scoring technique. Exsmining Figure 1 agein,
notice the relative flatness of the curve out to 16th place.
Beconse the winners are selected on the basis of percentage

of those entered the cutoff point at Taft is at 1408 secs,
compared to 1262 secs., at Bong. The weather conditions at the
two sites appears to have little to no effect since the 1s%
place times ore identical and the stated weather conditions
very sinilar. If snything Bong had the advantage in weather.

Power

Bong, Taft
Temp. 65 - 82 75 - 95
Wind 0 - 1% 0 - 12

Rain None Very Light Rds 1 - 4

R,
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Ruling out differences in weather how cen one justify
gualifying someone at Bong who has 1289 secs. but not someone
at Teft who has 1408 secs? This is a difference of 2 minutes!

gt%er such inequities can easily be pointed out by exemining the
ate. : .

What this eystem fails to recogrnize is that certein areas
(like Californis) have considersble sitrength in depth in FAI
power. Why shouldn't the team selection system recognisze
this fact by appropriate scaling factors. We suggest a point
gystem in which scores would be weighted with refernce to the
local winners time, .
Meny fliers have become concerned ghout this situation and

have gone to the {trouble to communicate their feelings. One such
exanple is Sandg Horton of Pomonas, Ca2lif. who has asked us

to print the following open letter to Floyd Hiller the

Progran Administrator.

4 October,1967
Dear Floyd,

Having just received the semi-final results, I felt very
strongly compelled %o write this letter on ﬁehalf of

my fellow PAI flyers., The results suggest very vividly to
me that the semi-final segment of the team selection
progren is in drastic need of revision.

To begin with, why so many semi-final sites? Sure, this
is a big counitry, and you're 'trylng to satisfy the little
guys but in my mind, any individual who feels strongly enough
to even participate in a U.S.A. team selection program
should &8lso have pride in the selection of the best
poesible team, not finding an easy way to gein a trip to
the finel flyoff. In his own nonchelent ways, such a
person mey very well edge out a competitor in another
portion of the country who has more desire and & much
better potfentisl to gualify and do honor to his couniry

in EBurope, which is whet I feel this whole program is all
about to begin with., If I am wrong, I think that someone
had better say so now, and teke &a good hard look at our
team performance of the paste.

Why a2 person at 2 "local®™ seni-finals, with half the total
score of a man at & larger semi-~finels, should rank higher



“ k.

in the eyes of the program is beyond me. In many

cases, a conpetitor at & larger semi-finals achieving

tenth to fifteenth place could heve placed in the top

three at another site. Does this seen right? Of course
~there is alweys the arpgument that the weather is "so :
much different in our area". DBut from my observations, and
all of the information which I have been able to collect,

it would seem thast +the conditions were actually very.
similer at the majority of the sites, It appears that some
areas juet do not possess the potential flyers that

another given area does, [And yet the superior flyer suffers
from 2 "quota® ‘system and not & "performance" system.

Yes, the best man will probebly win at the final flyoff,

but how are you going to explain the very adept flysr who
put in a good score at his semi-finals and was eliminated
by someone in another part of the country with an

inferior time? e

What is wrong with only three or four semi-finsls sites?
The serious flyers will be there whether they drive
twenty or two thousend miless end more important, the
quality will be thers. The man who flys just to see
how he will do, and not for the sake of achieving a
gquelity team for the United States is a poer patriot,
sadly lacking in both personal and national prids,

Let's quit babying this program. Sure, the squesky wheel
gets the grease, There is always the guy who yells,"You
don't have a semi~finals in ny hometown.” And then there
is the Great White Pather who says, "Patience, my son,
Get one or two of your friends and you shall have the ssnction.
I can readily see by all of those ten minute qualifers

in your ares that you siwow great promise, Who knows, when
the big guys goof at the flyoff, you'll be all ready

to step Into that team position. I hear that Burope is
beautiful in July. It will be a great opportunity to

try that new camerfesccse”

Yes, this is where it all leads; the U.S.A. tean

menbers were nice guys, they tried herd, BUTisco.. Let's
swell with pride and say we got first, or secend - not
twenty—-eighth or forty-third. /Mnd in my mind, 21l the .
revision to meke this possible must begin back at the
"grossroots® level. DBring quality and prestige to the
semi-finals, and you shall figld a better team in the
flyoff end ultimately in Furope.

And please do not feel thet I em trying to feather nmy

own nest; for, having slready gualified, what I suggest
will merely bring more competition and make it that more
difficult to moke the team, But any serious Pflyer thrives
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on good competition, and winning in this atmosphere
con only make one proud thet we are sending the best
flyers which this country has to offer to the World
Chempionships. _

I can only hope that this letter may in some smell way

be a stepping stone toward the slleviation of the gaping
wounds in our FAI program.

A rather disillusioned and disappointed qualifier,
Sandy lorton

We would be interested in hearing from other people on this
subject. Conments anyone?

Pettigrew A/2 Glider Release System

This gadget, also seen with modifications on a Russian Nordic,
is designed to give some rudder offset at the critical point
of line releaseso @as to set the ship into its turn better
without a stell, Hany people have been cogitating om this
problem and have considered two position rudder worked by a
timer etc. Pettigrewh scheme shows the principle. . Does

smyone have any results to report on the practicelityof this
kkind of device.

0dds and das - PFrom the Scat Club

1, Butyrate Dope cen be thinned with Acetone. It mixes
well end will clean brushes as well. Ilo apperent
change in the gloss of the finish., Acetone is
cheaper too.

2e If you niss a little on overlapping the covering
material on wing and stab leading and trailing edges,
use a felt tip marker to color the wood before you
apply more clear dope.

i Alwzys coat the bare frameworlr with 3 to 4 coats of
50 - 50 dope ~ thinner to make your covering sticking
egsier. It cuts your liguor bills &lso. :
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“enptiness of the nhallenge pfﬁereﬁ to the ki
Poiterson Wekefield will hely point the way.

Flrst Pree Misht Svgggsjum.;'fihlyTIQGB

Patterson's Wakefisld

Jim Patterson builds 2nd flies Wakefields ags” if he really
meant it. Unfcrtunstely for us he doesn®t like to arztp
grticles Wa impounded one of the ships he flew at Sazena and

' uﬁdig Cusick drev up the Tine pleans shown here, 'Descriptions

on the drawinge ore prety complete. One importent correction
should be noted however. The adjusitment for the power burst
should show the left wing crrlllng edge up sbove 1ts glide
position. ?1ght Jwing doesn®{ move.

We would 11ke to point out that this "lodel Alrplane“ is the

sort of thing we mesnu when we say that there is tremendous
‘ehallenge in the fields of aesrodynamico, febrication tschnlquesg

nechanical design , snd structurel snelysis, This chellenge is
directed at adults.  Those adults who buy lathau, drill presses,
rnicroueters end zre looing for some outlet for their creztive
drives. We know the standard approsch we have heard cver and
over - %Get more “ids into ledel Avistion.” It is not-that
statement we knock, it isﬁghe sbandonnent of the adult and the
e ‘Wopeiullv the !
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Big news these da;s 1s thet the Iational Fres;FZégnt Society
is spomsoring 2 Symposium to be held &t 1l 968 Jfationals.
A%zthisﬂmge:~ag" re will b2 given on verious technicsl
gapects of Free Pfight. Subiects will rangze over all types of
¥/F and cover aerodynemic, technological, operational and
historical aspecis. A procesdings report will he published and
given free to symposium contributors mnd sold to others.

The AMA is providing velusble sseistance in this project and

your Scatter editor is the syaposium chairmen. We elready

h%ve some iuntereuting papers promised bui we need much more
help and support. This is the first chance we have had to

present this view of F/F in = techmicsl semli-profeseicnal wenner,

We vrespectfully request and solicit papers fri  you the B/PF
cdvocatess. Oversess m dellers sgre included in this regquest,
Egpefs cen be given by proxy, and we expect to mublish more
popers then will be given orelilys Write to:

e






