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THANK YOU, AND GOODNIGHT!

(rd. Note: Since Sykora has retired from this chair lesving behind a
rather spotty record at best, we felt it only right that he should be
o »21led upon, at least once more, to attempt tidying up one of his last
\\Jﬂﬂﬁﬁairbrained‘ideas concerned with editing this paper . . .we speak of the
: now infsmouns "Kinney and Bell November Affair®. Therefore, he has been
dragged, ki§king and screaming, from his modeling workbench to introduce
this issue. =

The November issue contained an extensive critigue (by Xinney and Bell

of the New England Wakefield Group) om the poor edifting and the technical
misinformation in past SCATTER articles.  This gommentary replaced our
normal format of news, plans, articles, etc.

Oecasionally, such an "airing of the linen” provides a refreshing change
of pace. But aside from this factor, our nain objectives in publishing
this extensive critique were: 1) First, we felt it was only fair 1o air
all points of view . . .especially when such comment represents extensive
research by the contributor, and 2) Second, we thought these remarks
might stinulate spirited counter~comuentary from other readers . . o for
the interest (and perhaps, information?) of the readership 8% large.

ﬁhe counter-comments did come, and some of them are presented in this
Thus, we've now presented bolh sides of this discussion of SCATTER
and so leave it to the readership in general to ponder their

As to the future printing of such “liong-winded" academic commentary on.
ethics, sematics and air-chair technology; we have this to BSay: Now tha
ve've started the ball rolling, we will be happy $0 exchange personal
mailing addresses (privately, of course) among eny readers who wish o
continve debating with each other through the medium of personal letters
to sach other. ;
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The letters whieh follow were selected I[irsi bscause they were among ihe
sariiest tc arrive {and they are still coming, from other countries, a=z
well @s the U.S.) znd, second, because they seem 1o give a preity good
sroas-section of both style and content presented in all the letters
we've received.

LETTER FROM HANK COI®, Pale A1G0. galifornia

Dear Ken,
when I read the November issue with the comments of Glenn Kinney and John
Rell, somebthing did indeed "enap deep down inside®. While I do not object
to the Scatter publishing eriticisms, it is customary in Techuical
Journals for the author’s Reply To be published at the same time as the
Tecoers comments, In thil 7, the readers can weigh the srguments and
fopm their own opinions. Oftentimes, the eritic ds too hasiy with his
commente and has not considered the problenm in as great & depth as the
author, and it only iskes a moment for the author $c knock holes in the
critic's arguments. I do not have the time or inelimation to cover all
4 }@ﬁintﬁaiﬁbthﬁir eriticisms, and comseguently, I will confine my renarks to
\_Lfiweir comments on my ASZ.

Hy object in describing the flight of my glider in a violent ground thermal
was to convey tc the average model builder that the glider peviorms weil
in rough air that is ofien ancountered in California. The fact that the
giider staliled does noi indicate that it was out of trim. Any airplane
shich is trimmed nesy maeximum 1ift will stall when 1% sncounters a strong
updraft. The important thing is the manner in wiich it stalls. In the
case of my giider, the turbulator on one aide delays the stall of the
uteide wing. The result is that the ineice wing stalls first. The sudden
inerease in drag and loss of 1ifd of the inside wing then causes the glider
to make a very tight turn. consequently., the glider stays within the
small ares of the thermal even though i% is trimmed for a much larger
cirele. I 4o rot ciaim that my glider is the only one whieh will do this.
Sometimes unusual warpe will give a glider the same characteristic flight
a§¢§uxaulen% air. Buil warps are difficult to duplicate, and the turbulator
offers a more consistent way to achieve these cherascterigtios.
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o~y comments were rather humorous and I got a good laugh out of the whole
(__"thing. It's toc bad we can't getl together in someplace like Fresmo (ouch)

to hash this thing out.

P.8. In my next article to Scatter, I will include a set of references.

{XETTER FROM DAN HODGES . Sapulpa, Okishoma

hear Ken,

1 propose that two national awards be presented in the newsletter publish-
ing field ~ The LINT-PICKERS-of-the YEAR AWARD to Measrs. Kinney and Bell
of the NEWG for their scurrilous attack on articles in Scatter, and the
PRIZE BOOB-of-the~YEAR AWARD *to the editors of Scatter for printing such
prattlie. .

1 quite agree with your opening atatensnts in the Hovember '62 issue that
a2 publication cannot be technically responsible for articles that ars con-
tributed by readers, and well it should not be. As you say %every contri-
putor has a right to presentation irn his own words”. And in so doing,
verious differences of opinion are bound 30 arise. That's fine - it's a
nealthy sign that readers are paying attention -~ but when some over-heated
digsentor writes his opposing views with such an acid pen as have Kinne
and Bell, you are merely hurting your own fine reputation by printing their
sttacks verbatun. You have made many friends with your excellent bulletin,
I am sure, but I hepe that some of your faithful contributors won't feel
reluctant now to send in their articles for fear they will be taken apart
word-by-word in a later issue by literary lint-pickers,

The point is not whether Messrs XKimney and Bell ars vtechnically corrgch®
and justified in pointing out the shortcominga of others ~ it'se the ruil-
less way they did it that disiresses me.

1f I may offer a suggestion - let this Great Debate die as zoon as you
can. If your bulletin fturns inio an exchange of rebuttals by offended
parties, there will be no end %to it and nothing will be gained.

Thanks for hearing my gripe, the first one ever for your top-notch bulletin.
Keep the plans and other articles coming (as your time will permit), I
promise T won't write you a nasty letter if I read something with which I
disagree. : :

LETTER FROM STAN CHILTON, Wichita, Kensas

Dear XKen,

s ne &0



st heen elected to FP 0B and Contest Co~ordinator . £
finally read all through the petty bickering and bitching 1
that the previous CB and CC so kindly sent me. i

the letter writing modellers.

1 am enclosing 2 copy of our Wichita lModellers Council NewsletTer that
“will reveal the direction my efforts are extended in thermal seeking.
T personally don't give a dam how a thermal is crsated or which way 1t
hapgens 1o be rotating, just so long as I can get my model in one.

i rzally like your publication whether or not I agree 160% with some of

the theories expounded. You are doing a good job and perheps with time

we oun develop some PAT teams that can bring home the bacon year after year.
Kimney and Bell offer mo constructive criticism, just trying to Tear down
aom2one else's efforts and I just can’'t go along with that.

LETTER _FROM JIM HOKRTON, Baltimore., daryland

Dear John, -

That was & great article by Kinney and Bell in Scatter. In checking it
over, I find they are experts in Aercdynamices, Mechanice, Logic, Grammar,
Pesychiatry and ldetedrology. :

1 was sure sorry t¢ hear 0ld Hank Cole has something snap deep down inside
him whenever he picks up a pencil. 1 thought cld Hank used his head i
write with. If he's writing with his stomach, please let me know as I'm
en ardent reader of his articles- , »

I was sure sorry to hear veteran Pete Sotich didn’'t even know which
dibhederal was superior. By the way, Kinney and Bell never did get around
to velling us, I‘ve been itrying to figure this one for twenty-five years
and would sure like to know.

1 was sorry tc hear a thermal is not a rising whirling bubble of air. I've
seen leaves, paper, etc., rising and whirling on good hot summer days,

. tut now I know this wasn't a thermal but a dustless dust devil.

I was sorry to sgeethe passing of the coreolis force. That always sounded
80 ;echnzcal that 1$‘is pure blaspheme to replace it with scmething sc
simrle s local .conditions. By the way, what are these local conditions®

I was aure sorry to hear old Hank Cole trhought he hit a violent thermal

at 25 feet and that he thought this caused his model to stall. 014 Hank
has stomach trouble and visual hallucinations. When you get Hank straighter
ed outs Grop me his doctor’'s address - I°ve hit them the same way at 10 fee:

{
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was sorry to hear minimum sheet was not minimum sheet, but was no sheet.
elways thought zero was nothing and minimum was something.

=] f=

i was sorry to near thermals are high pressurc. We better get this to

“he Alr Porce fast when they hit a thermal and start going up, their elti-
meters will read down - maybe this is the answer to some of those nystery
crashes.

I was sorry to hear o0ld Bill Hartill dida’t even know about wing fillets,
I've got this one in my 1948 Aeromcdeller Annual.

I was sorry to hsar that a glider gliding in e straight line only looks
that way and nmight really be giiding in circles. K & B then state thai
it picks up & thermal and cireles up. How do they know it is cirecling up,
maybe it only looks that way but is really flying straight.

I was sure sorry to hear old buddy, Deve Bevan, made two fatal mistakes.
He only came up with a 24 increase in performance and referred to des
Plugmodel., The second act would have been encugh as this book was men-
tioned by Ritz which automatically puls him on the list. The first one
is fatal for a new writer, he should have said 20%, (and Dave is doing
such good work with Schmitz at Martins). '

I sure was sorry to hear rudder replacexent had nothing to do with wind
performence. I always thought that arez (on an arm) hit by wind before
the model I had & chance to accelerate to wind speed gave a rolling
moment. NHow, I don'{ know now to explain my bad launch spins {(excuse me,
should have said spirais).

I sure was sorry 10 hear there is no such thing as a thermal sensitive
model, I got one hidden that sure fooled me. I coulda’ swore that thing
had something differents It looked like it would ride the heat oif a
match. PBEut maybe it looked like it waes going up when it was really coning
down.

I guess I might as well get honest, I'm in the same class as old Hanlg,
Bill, Pete, ietc. Spent so much time ocut in the corn field flying thet I
let my book work slip. I put one of these modern airfoils on my old
wakefield and couldn't even find the performance increase on my stop watch,
Gled to see the New Breed tzking over the 0id game, they throw IL/D curves
around like our geng use to throw hand launch gliders. I sure am glad
these boys know all the answers; as I coulda't find mothing mew in their
entire article, please have them wrifte an article for Scatter with a3t
least one original fact in it. I'm 1like pcor old Smith I have to refer
to other peoples' work, I didn't write the L.S.4.R.A. reports like X & B
did, so I can't refer to them, If I refer to des Flugal I get on the

Ritz list. I den't know which way to turn., I never got out thersand

neasured the coreolis force like these boys did. I even had the crazy
idea you counld have & structure that would resist bending but would still
be flexible. I thought I could spread the load in about six spars in

the bottom of the rib and come up with a structure that would bs rigid
and yet not fail but flex when sudbject to extreme loads.
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Well that's about it, I see Spring is on the way and I'1l have %o %xy

out some of these new ideas. Got to find me a local condition, make sure
it isn't.a dust devil, darsent look at my model flying as I can't tell

what it is really doing. find some new name for all vioclent thermals he-
low fifty feet as they really don't exist, measure thermals with & pressure
guage, hide my thermal sensitive glider.

RECORD NORDIC égz GLIDER, by Hermann Andresen, Phosnix, Arizons

{(rd. Note: The drawings are self-explenatory, but a little additional
description is availasble, filched from a lettler tc Dick Gildersleeve from
Bill Roseberry of Phoenix. A number of our SCAT nembers saw this glider
fly at Phoenix in mid February at their annual conitest. They can vouch
for its thermal riding 2bility. Vhen it hits. . . 1% stayai{

nfhe enclosed glider flies differently and has beaten uwe conaiatently in
the last three contesta. This is in itself no measure of success. I
did, however, register 12 max. flights, 4 in each contest. It is not
original, teken from Hank Coles' Zaic Yearbook design, modified by Andrade
and further modified by Andrecen.

nIt's flight charscteristics are unusual. Pirst, it's bad traits. . .
nothing in dead air. . . I mean its a glider, 80 . . . it will take &
thermal from 8:30 on, in any turbulence, at bush height and chase its
tail like a dog and never lose the thermal, :

#In flight it is not & besuty, sesthetically, it is a dog. It pitches,
balloons, falls, circling like & whirlpool gometimes loose, sometimes
tight, never lesving the thermal." :

Most of the gliders are finished in sanding sealer and clear dope, any
trim is done in tissue for letters, numerals and added color. The day
the record was set, the Pheonix boys say they had to tis the cars down.
The plein sheet balsa color was the best color againat the sky.

*TICHTNING SEVEN® PAI CANARD POWER MODEL by Doug Joyce, Heymoldsburg, Chio

I hope thes snclosed plans of my latest F.A.I. power job will be of use
to you. The Nordic and Wakefield designs, 80 far, do not warrant con-
sideration for publication, as much additional work is ye% required.

"Lightning Sevea' is the best model to dete, and in its class has a
performence equal to the best. 8o far, it places secondab East Coast
Senmi-Pinals and Illincis Model Aero Club Invitational F,A.I. contests
and took 2 first at Youngstown, Okio.

Aftgr more tuning and trimming this past fall, twenty-nine consecutive
maximun fligh?s were made. The dead-air--time was established at approxi-
mately four minuvtes.
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So far, obtaiming & good balance of flight characteristic and a practi-
cal structure have comprised the major part of development. It was
gquite easy to design a canard, but to obtain high performance was an
entirely different story. A suitable configuration took five years and
a dozen ships, while the structure %00k over six years, but stability
never seems to be quite solved. The cutlook is brighter every year,
though there is yet much %o do, I believe the time is ripe for others
to join this exciting development, for there is little doubt in my miand

& L

of the superiority, but it will take many, not one, to prove ii.
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