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 Cover Photo:    Dick Strang still flying at 93 years young. Robert Donnelly photo 

Thanks again to the people that help me publish this newsletter by sub-
mitting photos and scoring data electronically. I plan on stepping down 
from the editor position at the end of 2026 along with the score consolida-
tion and reporting for the newsletter so consider the job openings posted. 
I will help transfer any requested resources and or skills.  the editor  

 

Photographers: Tom Gaylor, Roberrt Donnelly 



The forecast for the President’s Cup Contest was excellent but 
the wind turned out to be stronger than predicted resulting in 
long chases; reducing the number of flights which could be 
flown.  At noon, the winds abated somewhat and I had a 
chance to fly my FIG Coupe.  This was my Þrst attempt after 
some repair work where I replaced the stab platform.  It had 
worn so it did not hold the stabilizer properly.  I did not have a 
chance to test fly the model to check the glide.  It climbed well 
after the launch and did great until the prop folded, after which 
it began to stall, resulting in a short flight. 

Except for the wind, the day was beautiful which attracted many spectators, 
some of whom were interested in flying free-flight again.  We have been fortu-
nate in attracting several new flyers in the past year who have been excellent fly-
ers. 

We are late having our PMAC meeting, mainly due to follow-ups for the busy 
Southwest Regionals contest that was the best attended in years as well as the 
World Cup results and reports.  We wish to hold a Microsoft teams meeting 
online and want as many members as possible to attend.  The date and time of 
the meeting will be emailed to members.   

Tom 

 
NEXT CONTEST 

St. Patty’s Bash 

 

Mar 14, 2026  8:00 am 
Webster-West Field 

AMA membership required for Flyers 

Visitors Welcome 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Hello Flyers, 

WESTFAC Warm-up 2026 is on track for this October. Circle Oct 22 (open field for trimming), 23-24-25 on your calendars. 
We, once again have a special rate at the Goodyear Comfort Suites right in the midst of the tourist season......see the regis-
traƟon form and circle the events you are hot to enter in. Read the field notes as it answers a lot of potenƟal quesƟons too. 

 

The theme is PROP JETS and the definiƟon is: any aircraŌ that has a rear jet exhaust for thrust (including rocket power) that 
is rubber powered with a prop on the nose or tail. This would include such obvious "pure" jets like a Mig 15, Panther, Phan-
tom and such. It also includes hybrids such as the Fireball, XF-84H, XF-88, Fireshark etc. as they have a rear exhaust. What is 
NOT in the definiƟon is a "pure" turboprop such as the Gannet, Wyvern, Skyshark or any in which residual exhaust is eject-
ed out of the side of the aircraŌ/nacelle. 

 

This event really opens up a lot of great subjects from a straight-winged F-84 to a Cougar to a U-2. Canberra, anyone? There 
are a number of jet plans designed for Jetex that are easily modified and don't forget Mike Stuart's UK website too. This 
event will be a blast (oooooo...what a pun) There is both a mass launch and TOTF chance to show your stuff. 

 

Going along with the jet theme we are having a Jet-Cat Mass Launch. Yes, and it should be another blast because we have 
not figured out all the flying rules and what is going to work. Such as: should we run it like a usual mass launch? will there 
be such a mass of fast liƩle models in the air that we lose track of who is who? Should we break it down into groups of 3 
and take the winners for a final fly-off? Who knows but it will be fun finding out! 

 

While this off-year contest is normally just a Total Of Three Flights (TOTF) events, we will have a FAC Power Scale event 
with judging done at the HQ tent on Friday morning. It would be cool to have an electric prop jet show up for this event. In 
any case, look over the schedule and note that we are having a Seaplane and Scale Glider event too. This is going to be the 
year of innovaƟon. 

·        As many of you have found out,  the Hippocket AeronauƟcs website is no more, however, a replacement website Ɵ-
tled simply HPA is set up along the same format. The fabulous old Plans Gallery is no more but the new one is being repop-
ulated with plans from members collecƟons. The new address is:  hƩps://hpa.aeromodelling.gr/index.php?acƟon=forum     
Also, sadly, the SƟck and Tissue website and it's great plans gallery is gone too. No word on it. I am really going to miss Tom 
Ackery's library of plans he produced.  

 

   As part of the HPA sign-up process, you are asked the what the oldest UK model magazine is and, for us colonialists, the 
answer is "Aeromodeller". 

 

More to come, 

Tom Arnold 

WESTFAC CAG  



 

 

March 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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29 30 31     

Eloy contest 



 

 


