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Cover Photo:   Former world F1A champion and  Tui world cup  F1A winner Noa Goldstein with Brigitte Brocks.   
Myra Morris photograph 

Many thanks to the contributing photographers for giving us a wonder-
ful insight into the South West Regional contest experience. Their 
photographs show the varied models, the smiling faces, and the blue 
Arizona skies that everyone has enjoyed for over 75 years.   the editor  

 

Photographers:  Brigitte Brocks, Tom Gaylor, Myra Morris, Robert Donnelly, Carlos Rangel, Arline Bartick 

http://www.antiquemodeler.org/sam_new/a_editor.htm


 

 Obituary 
link 

Richard Leon Wood (91), born on January 10, 1935, in the small town of 
Pond Creek, Oklahoma, departed his life's journey on January 16, 2026, in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Richard's life was a remarkable journey of passion, intelli-
gence, and wisdom, touching the lives of all who knew him and leaving an 
indelible mark on the world. 

  As the son of John Richard "Chip" Wood and Dorothy Arline Wood, who 
preceded him in death along with his brother Baby Wood, Richard grew up 
surrounded by the love and support of his family. His sisters, Barbara Davis 
and Linda Holle, shared in the many joyous and challenging moments that 
shaped their brother into the man he became. 

  Richard's pursuit of knowledge led him to study engineer-
ing at Oklahoma University, a testament to his keen intellect 
and his desire to understand the workings of the world. His 
academic achievements were just the beginning of a life 
filled with curiosity and learning.   

 Richard's professional life was marked by dedication and 
excellence. His contributions to the engineering field were 
significant, and his work ethic was unparalleled. But it was 
in his personal interests that Richard truly soared. A pas-
sionate builder and flyer of model airplanes, he traveled the 
country participating in flying competitions. This hobby was 

more than just a pastime; it was 

a community, a family of fellow 
enthusiasts with whom he forged 
lasting friendships and shared 
countless hours of joy. 

  Upon retirement, Richard turned 
his attention to the canvas, ex-
pressing his creativity through 

watercolor and acrylics. His art-
work, much like his life, was vi-
brant, thoughtful, and full of 
emotion. He also enjoyed going 
to the sports events with family 
and friends was a fan of base-
ball, arena football, football, and 
basketball. 

https://www.wilsonofpondcreek.com/obituaries/richard-wood


The Southwest Regionals was a GREAT contest!  With excellent 
weather!  In addition to being a National Cup and Americas Cup 
contest, it was a World Cup contest with a sanction from FAI head-
quarters, which was sponsored by the Tui World Cup of New Zea-
land.  

Although it was cool in the early morning it soon warmed up due 
to the abundant sunshine.  We had sixty contestants who flew 42 
events with a total of 687 flights!  Six juniors competed in FAI 
events with one taking first place.  

Christopher Lidberg was CD for the AMA/NFFS/FAC events assist-
ed by Mike Bower and Richard Adams for the FAC events.  We had more entries in 
the Twin Pusher mass launch than in the past few years.  The winner, Mike Fedor, had 
a half mile trek into the east field to retrieve his!  Don DeLoach will sponsor a special 
event next year featuring some of Al Lidberg’s scale models!   

Mike Fruciano was CD for the FAI events, eight events were flown by forty two con-
testants, six of which were juniors.  Peter Brocks assisted with the details for the Tui 
World Cup.  

It was a busy contest for the CDs due to the number of contestants, with them doing 
an excellent job. Our next contest is on the 15th of February; George Morris will be 
the CD.  See you there! 

Tom 

 
NEXT CONTEST 

Presidents Cup  

 

Feb 15, 2026  8:00 am 
Webster-West Field 

AMA membership required for Flyers 

Visitors Welcome 



 

 

Tui World Cup of New Zealand Event Report  
 
From:  Mike Fruciano 
 
January 17-18, 2026 
Webster Field, Eloy Arizona 
CD: Mike Fruciano    Assistant CD: K. Peter Brocks 
 
The inaugural Tui World Cup of New Zealand attracted FAI flyers from 
across the United States and Canada to compete on Webster Field in 
Eloy Arizona. Many braved wintry travel for the warm and dry desert 
flying in Arizona. Top Junior competitors raised the competition level 
to a very high level. 
 
On Saturday, Round 1 opened at 8:30 AM under sunny skies and cool 
39 F temperatures. By Round 5 the inversion layer had lifted and a 3 
knot breeze from the West brought in 74 F temperatures. Winds shifted to the typical 4-6 knots from the North 
for the Fly Off rounds. 
 
F1A flyers found the 4 minute max in the first round to be a challenge leading to only 3 flyers of the 15 entered to 
qualify for the Fly Off rounds. Noa Goldstein needed 3 Fly Off rounds to finish in first place for F1A over second 
place Brian Van Nest. 
 
F1B competition remained tight for 5 rounds and ultimately was decided in the first Fly Off round. Junior Reema 
Bharadwaj timed out over Larry Norval in the Fly Off to take home 
the first place award. Reema stayed focused in the changing conditions to win by over 50 seconds. 
 
F1Q was another tightly contested class with 7 out of 8 flyers making the Fly Offs. Fly Off rounds used the lower 2 
Joule energy level with the winner requiring 2 rounds to become the winner by 31 seconds. Mike Richardson fin-
ished first in F1Q in an elite group of competitors. 
 
On Sunday, Day 2 of the competition brought slightly warmer temperatures as Round 1 started at 8:30 AM. A 
slight overcast built throughout the day with high temperatures reaching 76 F. 
 
F1G featured many of the top men and women flyers in the country. 4 flyers out of 8 made the first Fly Off with 
Jerry Fitch topping Tiffaney O Dell and Geralynn Jones in some very challenging air. 
 
F1H had two flies but it took to the second Fly Off Round to decide a winner. Clean through six flights, Jim Parker 
launched into a boomer on the second Fly Off round to best Blake Jensen. 
 
But it was F1S that provided a lot of excitement with 5 out of 8 fliers getting  red stars  for the first 5 rounds. Local 
George Morris bested Jack Murphy in the third Fly Off round for first place. 
 
Many thanks to the Southwest Regionals team and Peter Brocks for assisting to run the event safely and swiftly 
making the Tui World Cup of New Zealand a fun and competitive event. 



 

 



 

 

 

687  Total  Flights

60  Flyers  39 Placers  42 Events Flown



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

We had chamber of commerce weather at the 76th Annual 
Southwest Regionals Free Flight Model Airplane Champion-
ships January 17-19th.  It was the mid 40’s for each start and 
a high of only 75 on three sun filled days.  Wind was only an 
issue the first day, about 6 mph, and only until 10:30am or 
so.   

Several events on Saturday, featured standout competition 
with P-30 leading the list, Chuck Powell bested 7 other fliers 
for 1st  with Don Bartick 2nd and John Mcgrath 3rd.  In E-36 
Lynn Edmonson took 1st with 6 Maxes, Don Deloch with 2nd 
and Frank Menano 3rd.    

Sunday’s highlights start with C Gas, Robert Donnelly scored 7 Maxes for 1st, Guy 
Menano for 2nd and Jerry Hull for 3rd. In Electric B, Charlie Morris bested 5 others 
and scored 5 Maxes for 1st, Jack Murphy, also 5 Maxes for 2nd, and Frank Menano 
for 3rd.  The Twin Pusher Mass Launch featured 5 pushers with Mike Feder 1st, 
Chuck Powell 2nd and Mike Basta 3rd .   

Monday’s flying offered standouts such as B NOS, Justin Martin flew 6 Maxes for 
1st , Frank Menano for 2nd and Doc Schneider for 3rd.  FAC Jet Catapult featured Don 
Deloach besting 5 others for 1st, Chuck Powell with 2nd and Stan Buddenbohm in 
3rd.  There was also fun with the Provisional EP-30 with 4 flying the new class.  
George Morris scored 8 Maxes for 1st, Charlie Morris with 2nd, and Stan Bud-
denbohm in 3rd. 

The contest was well attended with flyers flying from dawn until dusk most days.  It 
was great to the familiar faces and exciting to see all the new faces.   

I thank Tom Gaylor, Mike Fruciano, Peter & Brigitte, and Katheryn for their help in 
running the Regionals. 

See you next Southwest Regionals 

 

Christopher Lidberg,CD 



 

 

Event First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place Fifth Place Sixth Place 7th Place 8th Place

1/2 Wakefield  (3) Don DeLoach  307 Chuck Powell  180 Mike Basta  72

A Nos  (2) Justin Marrtin  900 Glenn Schneider  493

A/B Classic  (3) Todd Reynolds  540 Frank Menanno  479 Don DeLoach  375

AMA A Pwr  (2) Sevak Malkhasyan  900 Todd Reynolds  390

AMA B Pwr  (3) Todd Reynolds  720 Robert Donnelly  254 Jerry Hull  180

AMA C Pwr  (5) Robert Donnelly  1260 Guy Menanno  1047 Jerry Hull  865 Jim Kruse  460 Eric Stangeil  129

AMA D Pwr  (1) Todd Reynolds  540

B Nos  (4) Justin Marrtin  1080 Frank Menanno  540 Glenn Schneider  370 Robert Donnelly  304

C Nos  (4) Justin Marrtin  1080 Guy Menanno  1026 Todd Reynolds  877 Glenn Schneider  404

C/D Classic  (1) Jim Kruse  383

Classic Towline  (4) Don DeLoach  427 Chuck Powell  224 Stan Buddenbohm  72 Mike Basta  48

CLG  (8) Charles Morris  445 Don DeLoach  253 Stan Buddenbohm  243 Myra Morris  220 Chuck Powell  171 George Morris  162 Jim Allen  79 Mike Basta  40

Dawn Unlimited  (2) Chuck Powell  243 Mike Fedor  217

E-20  (6) Charles Morris  626 George Morris  621 Stan Buddenbohm  405 John McGrath  246 Frank Menanno  228 Jim Allen  204

E-36  (7) Lynn Edmonson  720 Don DeLoach  688 Frank Menanno  592 Clint Brooks  586 Janna VanNest  311 Jack Murphy  296 Charles Morris  117

Early 1/2A Nos  (2) Glenn Schneider  361 Jim Kruse  202

Electric A  (5) Frank Menanno  695 Janna VanNest  574 Don DeLoach  572 Charles Morris  356 Jack Murphy  287

Electric B  (6) Charles Morris  730 Jack Murphy  665 Frank Menanno  590 Janna VanNest  335 Ben Tarcher  225 Clint Brooks  186

Embyro  (1) Ken Gibson  344

EP-30  (4) George Morris  720 Charles Morris  530 Stan Buddenbohm  440 Jim Allen  350

FAC Jet CLG  (7) Don DeLoach  198 Don DeLoach  137 Chuck Powell  124 Stan Buddenbohm  113 Mike Fedor  52 Mike Basta  38 Bob Rives  30

FAC modern Civilian  (3) Don DeLoach  177 Peter Brocks  79 Mike Fedor  9

FAC WWII mass  (3) Don DeLoach  61 Carlos Rangel  5 Rich Adams  2

FAI Vintage Pwr  (1) Justin Marrtin  517

HLG  (6) George Morris  333 Don DeLoach  290 Stan Buddenbohm  241 Chuck Powell  173 Mike Basta  130 Robert Donnelly  89

Jimmy Allen  (4) Don DeLoach  321 Mike Fedor  239 Carlos Rangel  82 Mike Basta  69

Large Nos Rubber  (1) Mike Basta  36

Moffett  (2) Chuck Powell  285 Rich Adams  104

Mulvihill  (1) Chuck Powell  398

P-30  (8) Chuck Powell  505 Don Bartick  440 John McGrath  340 Jim Allen  310 Ken Gibson  288 Carlos Rangel  208 Mike Basta  157 Myra Morris  77

Peanut  (1) Mike Fedor  121

Small Cabin  (2) Chuck Powell  309 Stan Buddenbohm  180

Small Nos Rubber  (2) Chuck Powell  463 Mike Basta  101

Twin Pusher  (4) Mike Fedor  132 Chuck Powell  102 Mike Basta  99 Stan Buddenbohm  3

Total flight time ranking for AMA / NFFS / FAC events in the January 2026 contest

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Temp wind

50.7 2.1

Time Temperature Wind Speed Wind

7:55 AM 41 °F 8 mph ESE

8:15 AM 45 °F 0 mph CALM

8:35 AM 46 °F 5 mph ESE

8:55 AM 48 °F 5 mph ESE

9:15 AM 50 °F 3 mph S

9:35 AM 52 °F 0 mph CALM

9:55 AM 54 °F 0 mph CALM

10:15 AM 55 °F 0 mph CALM

10:35 AM 57 °F 0 mph CALM

10:55 AM 59 °F 0 mph CALM

11:35 AM 61 °F 0 mph CALM

11:55 AM 63 °F 0 mph CALM

12:15 PM 64 °F 0 mph CALM

12:35 PM 66 °F 0 mph CALM

12:55 PM 68 °F 0 mph CALM

1:15 PM 70 °F 0 mph CALM

1:35 PM 72 °F 6 mph VAR

1:55 PM 72 °F 8 mph N

2:15 PM 72 °F 6 mph N

2:35 PM 72 °F 6 mph NNW

2:55 PM 72 °F 6 mph NNW

3:15 PM 73 °F 6 mph N

3:35 PM 72 °F 6 mph N

3:55 PM 72 °F 6 mph N

4:15 PM 72 °F 7 mph NNW

4:35 PM 72 °F 7 mph NNW

4:55 PM 72 °F 6 mph NNW

5:15 PM 70 °F 7 mph NNW

Average

Arizona City Actuals   1/17/2026

Temp wind

57.6 10.5

Time Temperature Wind Speed Wind

7:55 AM 48 °F 9 mph E

8:15 AM 48 °F 8 mph ESE

8:35 AM 50 °F 5 mph ESE

8:55 AM 52 °F 5 mph ENE

9:15 AM 55 °F 8 mph NE

9:35 AM 59 °F 12 mph NE

9:55 AM 64 °F 16 mph ENE

10:15 AM 66 °F 14 mph ENE

10:35 AM 66 °F 14 mph ENE

10:55 AM 68 °F 14 mph ENE

11:15 AM 68 °F 10 mph E

11:35 AM 70 °F 8 mph ENE

11:55 AM 70 °F 13 mph NE

12:15 PM 70 °F 14 mph NE

12:35 PM 70 °F 15 mph NE

12:55 PM 72 °F 14 mph NE

1:15 PM 72 °F 12 mph NE

1:35 PM 72 °F 10 mph NNE

1:55 PM 73 °F 10 mph N

2:15 PM 73 °F 12 mph NNE

2:35 PM 73 °F 8 mph NE

2:55 PM 75 °F 7 mph NE

3:15 PM 73 °F 6 mph E

3:35 PM 73 °F 6 mph NE

3:55 PM 73 °F 7 mph NE

4:15 PM 73 °F 5 mph NE

4:55 PM 73 °F 0 mph CALM

5:15 PM 73 °F 0 mph CALM

Average

Arizona City Actuals   1/18/2026

Temp wind

51.2 2.5

Time Temperature Wind Speed Wind

7:55 AM 43 °F 7 mph E

8:15 AM 45 °F 5 mph E

8:35 AM 46 °F 5 mph E

8:55 AM 48 °F 5 mph SE

9:15 AM 50 °F 3 mph SE

9:35 AM 54 °F 0 mph CALM

9:55 AM 55 °F 0 mph CALM

10:15 AM 55 °F 0 mph CALM

10:35 AM 57 °F 0 mph CALM

10:55 AM 59 °F 0 mph CALM

11:15 AM 59 °F 0 mph CALM

11:35 AM 61 °F 0 mph CALM

11:55 AM 63 °F 0 mph CALM

12:15 PM 64 °F 0 mph CALM

12:35 PM 66 °F 0 mph CALM

12:55 PM 66 °F 0 mph CALM

1:15 PM 68 °F 0 mph CALM

1:35 PM 68 °F 0 mph CALM

1:55 PM 70 °F 0 mph CALM

2:15 PM 70 °F 0 mph CALM

2:35 PM 72 °F 0 mph CALM

2:55 PM 72 °F 5 mph VAR

3:15 PM 72 °F 3 mph VAR

3:35 PM 72 °F 5 mph W

3:55 PM 72 °F 5 mph WNW

4:15 PM 72 °F 5 mph NNW

4:35 PM 72 °F 5 mph NNW

4:55 PM 72 °F 0 mph CALM

Average

Arizona City Actuals   1/19/2026



 

 



 

 

February 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Eloy contest 

 



 

 


