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 Cover Photo: Round Valley Dome in Eagar AZ.  Photos by Bruce Grawburg 

I’m a little late on this issue of the newsletter due to the timing of the 
RVD contest.  There were no pictures taken at the Eloy contest last 
month so we only have the results and contest report by the CD.  In 
the pictures taken at the dome, be sure to notice the spider web swept 
from the ceiling by Hamish’s  F1D on page 7  A sympathy card was 
sent to Shig Saimo on behalf of PMAC regarding the passing of  
Shig’s youngest son David.  The editor 

Photographers:  Tom Gay lor, Hamish Christie   

http://www.antiquemodeler.org/sam_new/a_editor.htm


The annual Round Valley Dome Indoor contest was a great 
event.  Expert fliers, excellent models; plus fun was had by 
all.  A practice session was held on Friday, 25 April as the 
7000 foot altitude of the Dome requires slight changes in 
trim and rubber thickness to compensate.  The contest was 
held on the 26th and 27th of April.  Our contestants came 
from AZ, CA, CO, NM and TX and included a world champi-
on and US champions.  A mix of AMA, FAI, NFFS and FAC 
events were flown.  Hamish Christie brought his new F1D 
which will be a world-class performer.  Be sure to read the 
FAC report and look at the pictures which included fine 

scale models. 

On Monday 28 April we had the building and flying event for middle school 
science students and their teacher.  The student activities were led by Rick 
Pangell and assisted by Jerry Murphy and Carlos Rangel, a new PMAC mem-
ber.  As usual, I ran the spray booth to spray Super 77 glue onto the student’s 
frames so they could attach the tissue.  The building of the Mountain Lion III 
models went quickly and the students were soon flying.  After trimming and 
practice a mass launch was held.  After this, the first, second and third place 
winners received a more advanced model and all the students received a P-
18 kit and a winder.   

Be sure to review the event scores listed below and the pictures.  Our next 
contest at Webster West Field is Armed Forces Day on the 17th of May.  See 
you there! 

Tom 

 
NEXT CONTEST 

Armed Forces Day 

 

May 17, 2025  7:30 am 
Webster-West Field 

AMA membership required for Flyers 

Visitors Welcome 



Rich Adams—Contest Director 

 
 



The April 13 contest took place as scheduled with three 
entrants, Jim Kruse, and Ken Gibson, and myself. Ken 
and Jim flew P-30s to respectable times and I flew an 
FAC Moth. We were rewarded with some good flights but 
because of the breeze could not break out of ground ef-
fect so we chased models for quite a distance. A minute 
flight took you to the edge of the field towards Phillips Rd. 

I decided to put in a few trimming flights on my E-36. I 
thought the motor run was programmed for about four 
seconds based on my memory (which seems to be fail-

ing) and when I launched realized that the timer was set for longer. It climbed 
nicely but began to diverge towards a dive. I pushed the panic button to see the 
wing fold crisply like a new  Walmart lawn chair. It spiraled down softly like it was 
designed that way. Glad I was able to get past the "pretty and new" phase early. 

By 9:30 we could see that the wind was determined to be our enemy so we 
packed it up and headed home. Still, we got some flying in but it was altogether 
too short. Next contest will 
be great. See you all there. 

Rich Adams 

Contest Director 



Event   [x] flyers 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

A-6   [ 6 ]  Christie, Hamish -- 9:09 Bellenger, David -- 8:02 Brown, Steve -- 7:23 Norell, Thomas -- 7:11 Avery, Paul -- 6:33

A-ROG   [ 4 ]  Bellenger, David -- 12:28 Avery, Paul -- 7:34 Fedor, Michael -- 5:14 Murphy, Jerry -- 4:49

Easy B   [ 1 ]  Fedor, Michael -- 10:07

F1D (A)   [ 3 ]  Brown, Steve -- 42:36 Christie, Hamish -- 37:55 Norell, Thomas -- 13:39

F1L   [ 3 ]  Bellenger, David -- 21:35 Fedor, Michael -- 21:10 Lueken, Jim -- 4:59

F1N   [ 2 ]  Murphy, Jerry -- 2:09.1 Pangell, Rick -- 1:42.3

Intermediate Stick   [ 1 ]  Rangel, Carlos -- 0:32

Limited Pennyplane (A)   [ 2 ]  Avery, Paul -- 9:12 Bellenger, David -- 9:05

MiniStick   [ 4 ]  Brown, Steve -- 513 Christie, Hamish -- 474 Fedor, Michael -- 419 Murphy, Jerry -- 258

NFFS Towline   [ 1 ]  Fedor, Michael -- 1:46.0

P-18   [ 7 ]  Norell, Thomas -- 4:09 Bellenger, David -- 3:52 Avery, Paul -- 3:47 Christie, Hamish -- 3:43 Lueken, Jim -- 3:13

Open Pennyplane   [ 2 ]  Fedor, Michael -- 7:29 Pangell, Rick -- 2:42

Standard Catapult Glider (A)   [ 3 ]  Murphy, Jerry -- 1:23.7 Pangell, Rick -- 1:12.3 Fedor, Michael -- 1:11.4

Unlimited Catapult Glider (A)   [ 3 ]  Murphy, Jerry -- 1:24.3 Fedor, Michael -- 1:15.7 Pangell, Rick -- 1:09.7

FAC Phantom Flash   [ 5 ]  Norell, Thomas -- 6:00.0 Fedor, Michael -- 5:49.0 Lueken, Jim -- 4:54.0 Keller, Dr Michael -- 4:14.0 Murphy, Jerry -- 2:52.0

ML FAC WW II Combat   [ 4 ]  Fedor, Michael -- 2:23 Norell, Thomas -- 2:08 Keller, Dr Michael -- 1:08 Pangell, Rick -- 0:00

FAC Event Flyer Model Score Bonus

FAC Embryo   [ 1 ]  Avery, Paul 369 9

FAC Golden Age   [ 1 ]  Avery, Paul Legal Eagle 360

Fac No-Cal   [ 5 ]  Keller, Dr Michael 193

Fac No-Cal   [ 5 ]  Fedor, Michael 168

Fac No-Cal   [ 5 ]  Pangell, Rick 146

Fac No-Cal   [ 5 ]  Norell, Thomas 120

Fac No-Cal   [ 5 ]  Murphy, Jerry 120

FAC Dime Scale   [ 2 ]  Norell, Thomas 170

FAC Dime Scale   [ 2 ]  Fedor, Michael 106

FAC Peanut   [ 3 ]  Norell, Thomas 179 62.5

FAC Peanut   [ 3 ]  Pangell, Rick 146 62.5

FAC Peanut   [ 3 ]  Fedor, Michael 135 52.5

FAC Jet Catapult Scale   [ 2 ]  Fedor, Michael 57 20

FAC Jet Catapult Scale   [ 2 ]  Pangell, Rick 49 4





FAC report, Round Valley dome, April 26-27 

I had the pleasure of  visiting the Round Valley dome for the April 26-27 
indoor contest. FAC events included Phantom flash, Dime Scale, Em-
bryo, Jet Cat, Peanut scale, NoCal Scale, and NoCal WW2 mass 
launch. 

This was my 3rd visit to the dome. It is an excellent facility for indoor 
FAC events. I have found the people in Eagar and Springerville to be 
exceptionally nice. Perhaps it is a tribute to small-town America. 

Phantom flash, NoCal Scale, and WW2 NoCal mass launch saw the 
most participants. In Phantom Flash, Tom Norell’s Kamikaze themed 
model, complete with flashing chrome hubcaps, led the pack with 
flights consistently more than 2 minutes. In NoCal scale, this reporter 
appears to have squeaked out a win with his Wildcat. 

The most exciting event was WW2 NoCal mass launch.  Tom Norell’s 
excellent flying Dauntless, from the Paul Bradley plan, appeared to 
have the win in the bag. However, in the last round Mike Fedor’s Spit-
fire clipped Tom’s starboard wing, knocking it out of  trim just enough 
for Mike to secure the victory! Tom also secured a win in Peanut scale 
with his B.A.T.(British Aerial Torpedo). 

Sadly, there were not enough entrants in Jet Cat, Embryo, and Dime 
scale to make the events official for awarding kanones. Just one more 
participant in Jet Cat and Dime scale would have done it! 

I would highly encourage FAC members to attend the next indoor con-
test at the Round Valley Dome. Admittedly it is a bit out of  the way, but 
it is a very enjoyable facility, and the locals are very welcoming. 

Mike Keller 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 
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