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COVER: Like the cover page says “Having Fun with model airplanes”.  Kevin McCue sure
looks like he is indeed having fun with his model.

Contributing photographers,  TG - Tom Gaylor,  BB - Brigitte Brocks, MM - Myra Morris  AB - Arlene Bartick

 Next Eloy Contest — Feb 18, 2024
Contest Start Time: 8:00 am

BB

The 74th SWR of 2024 was an outstanding contest in about every regard. We had
a great turnout of contestants,  we had great flying weather and I believe very few
crashes or lost models and best of all lots of smiles. My focus is on event
photography so that I can share the event with many people via this newsletter.
Because the National Free Flight Society publishes this and many other club
newsletters we have a great opportunity to let people outside the clubs or event
the hobby get to see what we do on the Internet. With so many pictures I need to
skip the names - sorry for the omission.  the editor

2023 PMAC Officers
President: Tom Gaylor  ------------- wtgaylor1@gmail.com  (480) 892-0388

Vice President: Peter Brocks  ---- brockarizona@cox.net  (480) 614-6183

Secretary: Rich Adams  ------------ richard@texasadams.com  (817) 676-2166

Treasurer: Robert Donnelly  ------ offthegridsolutions@gmail.com (623) 377-6632

Safety Officer: Rich Adams ------- richard@texasadams.com  (817) 676-2166

   Newsletter editor ------------------ Bruce Grawburg   bgfalcon89@cox.net

   Webmaster ------------------------- Alan Peterson  alan@apetersenpaintings.com

Arizona Free Flight



Page 3

For free-flight flyers we have had the greatest benefit so far – from
the last fall schedule into this January’s Southwest Regionals
Contest – blue skies and light winds!  This past fall the storm tracks
were all to the north of us, but that changed in late December.
Fortunately the Southwest Regionals was in between two periods
of poor flying weather so we had a great contest.  The attendance
was up to pre-covid levels at last.

At last year’s SWR we had a “Pineapple Express” forecast to come into the area.  On the
Friday just before the contest the weather was good for test flights.  Saturday’s weather
looked good for flying and was, but was forecast to deteriorate in the evening.  As a
result, the decision was made by the CDs to fly all the scheduled events on Saturday.
This resulted in a busy day!  After further examination of the forecast the decision was
made to cancel Sunday and Monday.  We had a very wet and muddy field the rest of the
weekend.
 By contrast this year’s SWR went much smoother.  Events were flown as scheduled, awards
were given out each day and a good time was had by all.  I have had several “thank you”
emails from contestants.  I want to thank our PMAC Contest Coordinator, Kevin McCue for
help at the CD table and especially for Awards.  We had help from many others also, both
PMAC members and regular attendees.  Our next contest is the President’s Cup, on 18
February.  Allan Mecham will be the CD.  See you there!

Tom

Prez Speaks

AB
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Arizona AMA Southwest Regionals CD report
The 74th annual Southwest Regionals Contest was blessed with
wonderful weather.  Although the temperatures were freezing at sunrise
it warmed into the  60s in the sunny middle of the day which made it quite
comfortable.  Twenty-eight contestants flew a combination of
AMA/NFFS/FAC events.  We had flyers from AZ, CA, UT, NV, TX, KS,
OK, CO with the farthest coming from AK and PA.  There was one Junior
flyer, Henry Kruse, James Kruse’s grandson.  He flew both P-30 and
catapult glider.

The most popular events were Catapult Glider, E-36, Electric A, Hand-launched Glider,
Mulvihill, P-30 and Small Stick.  There were many gas flights, but spread over ½ A Classic,
A Nos, AB Classic, C power and C/D Classic.  The most popular FAC events were the Jet
Cat and the Modern Civilian Mass Launch.  Two contestants flew both Dawn Unlimited and
Twin Pusher.  Be sure to look at the total flight time rankings which includes the contestant’s
names.  It is attached.
Go to the swregionals.org website for information and pictures of this year’s contest plus past
contests.  Next year’s Southwest Regionals Contest will be the 75th annual event which will
draw a large crowd of flyers!

Tom Gaylor CD

BB

BBTG

BB BB
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1 2 3 4 5

Event First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place Fifth Place Flyers

1/2 Wakefield  (1) Chuck Powell  175 Fedor
1/2A Classic Pwr  (3) Bob Hanford  540 Don Bartick  438 Bill Booth  180 Saimo
1/2A Nos  (1) Rick Pangell  267 Jones
1/4A Nos  (1) Bob Hanford  540 Bauer
A Nos  (3) Glenn Schneider  698 Todd Reynolds  480 Guy Menanno  335 Buddenbohm
A/B Classic  (5) Robert Donnelly  894 Bob Hanford  540 Ken Kear  403 Todd Reynolds  360 George Morris  318 Batiuk
AMA 1/2 A Pwr  (1) George Morris  363 Morris
AMA A Pwr  (1) Guy Menanno  720 Donnelly
AMA B Pwr  (2) Robert Donnelly  180 Ken Kear  117 Menanno
AMA C Pwr  (3) Guy Menanno  540 Robert Donnelly  540 Ken Kear  478 Murphy
Andrade Rubber  (3) Chuck Powell  659 Bob Hanford  505 Mike Fedor  358 Reynolds
B Nos  (2) Robert Donnelly  1440 Glenn Schneider  540 Morris
C Nos  (1) Glenn Schneider  303 Pangell
C/D Classic  (5) George Morris  944 Ken Kear  881 Guy Menanno  864 Robert Donnelly  525 Bob Hanford  496 Mecham
CLG  (12) Tim Batiuk  527 George Morris  389 Stan Buddenbohm  334 Ken Bauer  269 Charlie Morris  239 Menanno
CLG (jr)  (1) Henry Kruse  212 Murphy
Dawn Unlimited  (2) Chuck Powell  200 Mike Fedor  100 Powell
E-20  (5) Charlie Morris  371 Stan Buddenbohm  369 Jim Allen  343 Frank Menanno  317 Jack Murphy  213 McCue
E-36  (8) Frank Menanno  1080 Rick Pangell  682 Jack Murphy  552 Todd Reynolds  360 Charlie Morris  348 Hanford
Early 1/2A Nos  (1) Bob Hanford  371 Kline
Electric A  (7) Jack Murphy  714 Alan Mecham  394 Todd Reynolds  360 Frank Menanno  351 Jerry Murphy  343 Kruse
Electric B  (5) Charlie Morris  600 Jack Murphy  350 Todd Reynolds  337 Frank Menanno  314 Jerry Murphy  313 Bartick
Embyro  (1) Chuck Powell  147 Morris
FAC Jet CLG  (5) Chuck Powell  168 Rick Pangell  139 Kevin McCue  99 Mike Fedor  87 Marty Kline  60 Allen
FAC modern Civilian  (5) Peter Brocks  127 Mike Fedor  39 Rick Pangell  8 Darold Jones  2 Marty Kline  1 Kruse
FAC OT Rubber  (3) Mike Fedor  313 Darold Jones  215 Shig Saimo  144 Kear
FAC Scale  (3) Peter Brocks  179 Mike Fedor  172 Rick Pangell  50 Schneider
HLG  (6) Tim Batiuk  600 George Morris  431 Stann Buddenbohm  412 Robert Donnelly  236 Ken Bauer  225 Pennepackor
Jimmy Allen  (2) Kevin McCue  256 Mike Fedor  216 Kruse
Large Cabin  (1) Chuck Powell  408 Landy
Large Nos Rubber  (1) Bob Hanford  428

Large Stick  (2) Chuck Powell  378 Kevin McCue  249

Mulvihill  (5) Chuck Powell  542 Bob Hanford  456 Steve Landy  420 Jim Kruse  281 Jerry Murphy  180

P-30  (10) Don Bartick  360 Chuck Powell  344 Jim Allen  319 Bob Hanford  303 Myra Morris  294

P-30 (jr)  (1) Henry Kruse  272

Small Cabin  (2) Chuck Powell  540 Mike Fedor  298

Small Nos Rubber  (4) Kevin McCue  435 Bob Hanford  411 Chuck Powell  372 Shig Saimo  190

Small Stick  (6) Mike Fedor  452 Chuck Powell  385 Kevin McCue  324 Marty Kline  290 Jerry Murphy  261

Twin Pusher  (2) Chuck Powell  172 Mike Fedor  89

Total flight time ranking for AMA / NFFS / FAC events in the January 2024 contest

2024
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2024
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Event 6th Place 7th Place 8th Place 9th Place 10th Place 11th Place 12th Place Flyers

CLG  (12) Jim Allen  216 Robert Donnelly  212 Brian Van Nest  204 Rick Pangell  162 Frank Menanno  158 Myra Morris  124 Jesse Pennepackor  63 Menanno
E-36  (8) Frank Menanno  348 Alan Mecham  337 Jerry Murphy  316 Hanford
Electric A  (7) Rick Pangell  337 Charlie Morris  322 Kruse
HLG  (6) Guy Menanno  149 Pennepackor
P-30  (10) Charlie Morris  284 Darold Jones  280 Mike Fedor  241 Jim Kruse  239 Marty Kline  181

Small Stick  (6) Mathew Kruse  125

Total flight time ranking for AMA / NFFS / FAC events in the January 2024 contest
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Three generations of Kruse flyers
at this years SouthWest Regional
freeflight contest.

          James, Matthew, Henry

2024
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The first America’s Cup contest of 2024, the FAI SWR, was held on January 13
and 14 at Eloy, Arizona.
The weather was nearly perfect, just a few clouds but also all blue skies. The
temperature at the 8:30am competition start was 42°F (6°C) but then warmed up
to about 72°F (22°C) both days. The wind started out at 6 mph (2.6 m/s) out of
the SSE during the first 2 rounds and then became variable in direction and with
a low velocity. For the fly-offs at about 3 pm the wind was mostly out of the NNW
at 3 mph (1.3m/s).
We had 42 sportspeople flying in the 8 FAI freeflight events. The contestants
were from AK, AZ, CA, CO, CT, NV, OK, OR, PA, TX and UT. We had 6 ladies
flying FAI events: Julie Parker (F1Q, F1S), Janna VanNest (F1S), Tiffaney O’Dell

(F1G) and Jasminka Pecenkovic and the sisters Noa and Anat Goldstein (all 3 flying F1A). We had 4
FAI Juniors competing: Daniel Guo, John Mah-Gersting, Anat Goldstein (F1A) and Adith Alagiri (F1B).
F1A had 16 flying – a new record. After 5 rounds there were 6 maxed out. Only Andrew Barron made
the 6-minute fly-off flight and won the F1A trophy. Jasminka Pecenkovic was 2nd in F1A and Noa
Goldstein 3rd. In F1B we had 9 competitors of which 7 made it into the fly-off. After the 2 fly-off rounds
there were 4 F1B fliers still clean to attempt the 10-minute fly-off. This third F1B f ly-off was won by
Jerry Fitch with Bill Booth in 2nd place and Ron Felix in 3rd. In F1C/P Guy Menanno maxed out with his
F1C folder and won the silver trophy cup again. Bob Hanford flew his F1P model and was 2nd, Faust
had some problems with his F1C model and flew only one flight for 3rd place. Julie Parker won F1Q and
Jack Murphy was 2nd  like last year.
On Sunday we flew F1G, F1H, F1J and F1S in 5 rounds. F1G had 8 flyers with 5 going through 3 fly-off
flights (3, 4, 5 minutes). Walt Ghio won the Bear by maxing the 5 minute flight. Bernard was 2nd and
Jerry Fitch came into 3rd place. The small FAI glider event F1H had 3 competitors. Blake Jensen and
Ken Bauer maxed out and did a 4 minute fly-off, which Blake maxed and won and Ken missed for 2nd

place. Jim Parker placed 3rd in F1H. 4 fliers flew in F1J. Guy Menanno maxed all 5 flights and won the
Bear. Faust Parker placed 2nd and Glenn Schneider was 3rd in F1J. In F1S, the small electric event, we
had 10 fliers of which 6 maxed the 5 rounds. Three maxed the first fly-off. The second fly-off was won
by Janna VanNest, followed by Frank Menanno in 2nd place and Allan Mecham in 3rd.
A big thank you to all participants and to Mike Fruciano and my wife Brigitte who all made this contest a
memorable event.

Peter Brocks, CD

The 2024 FAI Southwest Regionals Model Airplane Championships

Photo by Tiffaney O'Dell
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   RESULTS 2024 FAI SOUTHWEST REGIONALS AT ELOY, ARIZONA

  Jan. 13-15, 2024                                         Peter Brocks, CD                                    AMA Sanction # 15568

F1A      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Andrew Barron 180 180 180 180 180 360 1260
2 Jasminka Pecenkovic 180 180 180 180 180 351 1251
3 Noa Goldstien 180 180 180 180 180 326 1226
4 Guy Goldstein 180 180 180 180 180 298 1198
5 Enes Pecenkovic 180 180 180 180 180 268 1168
6 Daniel Guo Jr 180 180 180 180 180 138 1038
7 Brian Van Nest 180 180 180 180 171 891
8 John Mah-Gersting Jr 180 180 138 180 180 858
9 Jim Parker 180 180 180 126 180 846

10 Risto Puhakka 180 180 180 114 180 834
10 Anat Goldstein Jr 180 180 180 135 159 834
12 Ken Bauer 180 180 119 180 108 767
13 Jim Farmer 180 180 180 171 51 762
14 Peter Barron 5 180 180 180 180 725
15 Sevak Malkhasyan 180 142 180 21 180 703
16 Peter Brocks 70 153 0 50 180 453

F1B      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Jerry Fitch 180 180 180 180 180 360 480 460 2200
2 Bill Booth 180 180 180 180 180 360 480 375 2115
3 Ron Felix 180 180 180 180 180 360 480 362 2102
4 Bernard Guest 180 180 180 180 180 360 480 289 2029
5 Larry Norvall 180 180 180 180 180 360 442 1702
6 Blake Jensen 180 180 180 180 180 360 248 1508
7 Walt Ghio 180 180 180 180 180 163 1063
8 Matthew Kruse 180 180 180 142 180 862
9 Adith Alagiri Jr 180 168 180 180 137 845

F1C/P      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Guy Menanno F1C 180 180 180 180 180 900
2 Bob Hanford F1P 0 180 169 137 85 571
3 Faust Parker F1C 0 0 0 180 0 180

F1Q      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Julie Parker 179 164 180 180 180 883
2 Jack Murphy 180 180 166 159 154 839

F1G      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Walt Ghio 120 120 120 120 120 180 240 300 1320
2 Bernard Guest 120 120 120 120 120 180 240 191 1211
3 Jerry Fitch 120 120 120 120 120 180 240 180 1200
4 Tiffaney O'Dell 120 120 120 120 120 180 240 169 1189
5 Darold Jones 120 120 120 120 120 180 240 135 1155
6 Alan Petersen 120 112 120 90 120 562
7 Frank Menanno 77 76 120 73 63 409
8 Peter Brocks 120 120 42 0 0 282

F1H      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Blake Jensen 120 120 120 120 120 240 840
2 Ken Bauer 120 120 120 120 120 158 758
3 Jim Parker 120 120 120 118 120 598

F1J      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Guy Menanno 120 120 120 120 120 600
2 Faust Parker 120 120 120 120 76 556
3 Glenn Schneider 120 54 120 104 90 488
4 Don Bartick 120 54 120 61 59 414

F1S      1      2      3      4      5    FO    FO    FO         Total
1 Janna VanNest 120 120 120 120 120 120 177 897
2 Frank Menanno 120 120 120 120 120 120 156 876
3 Allan Mecham 120 120 120 120 120 120 150 870
4 Larry Norvall 120 120 120 120 120 86 686
5 Stan Buddenbohm 120 120 120 120 120 85 685
6 Jack Murphy 120 120 120 120 120 49 649
7 Julie Parker 120 120 103 120 120 583
8 George Morris 120 120 120 120 71 551
9 Charlie Morris 120 110 120 120 36 506

10 Rick Pangell 115 105 0 0 0 220
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2024 AB

AB

Photos by Brigitte Brocks
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2024
Photos by Brigitte Brocks
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2024 Contest Schedules
Holidays

Rev A

Start Time Nat'l Cup Nat'l Cup Nat'l Cup Nat'l Cup Nat'l Cup Nat'l Cup Nat'l Cup
May, Sept:  7:30 am President's St Patty's I-10 Armed Fall Ghost Armed Forces
All others:   8:00 am Cup Bash Challenge Forces Day Kick-off Riders Memorial

Sun Sat Sun Sat Sun Sat Sun Sat Sun Fri Sat Sun
Feb 18 Mar 16 Apr 7 May 18 Sep 8 Oct 12 Nov 10 Dec 7 Dec 8 Apr 19 Apr 20 Apr 21

GAS/ELECTRIC EVENTS
AMA ½ A GAS  (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) Sunday
AMA A/B GAS  X X X X X X X A B 42855
AMA C/D GAS  X X X X X X X D C
AMA Classic 1/2A Gas  (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA)*
AMA Classic AB Combo  X X X X X X X AB
AMA Classic CD Combo  X X X X X X X CD
NOS ¼ A  X X X X X X X X
NOS ½ A GAS  X X X X X X X X
NOS A GAS  X X  X X X X X X
NOS B/C GAS Combo  X X X X X X X C B
NOS Early 1/2 A Gas X X X X X X X X
OT .020 REPLICA  X X X X X X X X 42856
OT GAS COMBO  X X X X X X X X
ELECTRIC AB COMBO X X X X X X X Elec-A Elec-B
ELECTRIC 36 / 20 Combo X X X X X X X E-36 E-20

Rubber Events
P-30  (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) X
NOS RUB, Lg & Sm Combo  X X X X X X X Nos Rub Sm Nos Rub Lg

OT Fus Combo Rubber  X X X X X X X X
OT Stick Combo Rubber  X X X X X X X X
Mulvihill / Andrade Combo X X X X X X X X
Moffet X X X X X X X X

FAI Events
F1A/F1B/F1C/F1P/F1Q Combo X X X X X X X F1A,B,C,P,Q
F1G/F1H/F1J/F1S Combo X X X X X X X F1G,H,J,S
Vintage FAI Pow er X X X X X X X X

GLIDER  EVENTS
H. L. GLIDER  (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA)
CAT GLIDER  (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA)
CLASSIC GLIDER (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA) (Jr) (SA)

FAC Events
Embryo X X X X X X X X
Jimmy Allen / 2 Bit + 1 combo X X X X X X X
OT rubber stick/fus Combo X X X X X X X X
FAC 1/2 Wakefield X X X X X X X X
Jet Catapult  X X X X X X X X

Contest Directors Mecham

Contest Classification A A A A A A A AA AA

Note:  All one day contests will be flown in combined categories. Anything you bring to the field can be flown in one of 7 categories 
*For national cup points, junior AM A & Classic 1/2A Gas are combined Contest End times M ay & Sept = 2:00 pm

A

   South West Regionals January 13-15 2024   Eloy, Arizona
2024  PMAC Outdoor Contest Schedule  Eloy AZ 

Webster West Field
America & National Cup

Arizona Free Flight Round Valley Indoor 
ContestChampionships

P
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e

Events Either Day
F1D, F1L, F1M, F1R
Open Penny Plane
Un Penny Plane, 

EZB,
A6, Ministick, HLG, 
Cat Glider, Un Cat, 
P-18, Dime Scale, 
FAC Nocal Mass 

Launch

MONDAY 4/22/2024
Student Build and Fly

Mountain Lions

Brocks & Gaylor Gaylor
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February 2024
S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

Contest


