





Forty-four years is quite a run.

The first issue of Crosswinds came out in 1973, although there
was a CFFS club newsletter put out by Lee Campbell that pre-
ceded Crosswinds for a while. The first official Cw issue fea-
tured a reprint of Sherman Gillespie's "Yard Bird" from a 1934
Model Airplane News, and information about the new Embryo
Endurance event in the FAC. The publication schedule varied
over the years depending on the time and talent available. At
one point, the enthusiastic crew was cranking out an issue a
month! Regardless of the production rate, they made Cross-
winds into one of the very best newsletters anywhere in the Free
Flight world.

The list of notables who put in all that effort is too long to in-
clude here, but some of the guys are clear stand outs. Dennis
Norman, Gordy Roberts, Mike Zand, Dave Pishnery, Stcve
Greibling, and Russ Brown have all had a turn at the editor's
desk. In years past, Dennis was probably the most prolific of
our designers, while more recently, Steve has taken over the
task of drawing up loads of beautiful plans for us. Russ is the
guy who made it all happen issue after issue for many years.
He inspired the contributors, kept the subscription list, handed
out the Dreaded Red X, cobbled together the documentation,
arranged the printing, got everything assembled, addressed,
stamped and on its way to your mailbox. And we'd be remiss if
we didn't mention Larry Mzik, the guy who did the printing for
us. Thanks to all of these fellows, and the many that weren't
mentioned by name, we are the heirs to a legacy that has en-
riched the modeling community.

My collection of back issues is yellowing, and some of the sta-
ples are rusty, but I won't part with them. They still provide a
rich trove of terrific plans, documentation, and a whole lot of
modeling joy.

You probably noticed that it's been a long while since the last
issue. It might be even longer until the next. We're not saying
that this is definitely the end of the line for Crosswinds...but it
very well could be. Our merry group of gumbanders has dwin-
dled over the years. Printing and distribution costs have soared
while the internet has made it easy to get plans and documenta-
tion with the push of a button. The era of the paper newsletter
seems to be drawing to a close. So if this is going to be the last
one, we wanted to go out on a high note. Hope you enjoy it.

We're dedicating this issue to Russ Brown, editor extraordi-
naire, FAC Hall of Famer, and all round good guy. From the
bottom of our hearts, thanks Russ!

In this issue - Dimers galore!

It took me a long time to get into Dime Scale models. [ was
born too late to have any nostalgia for them, and when I started
flying with the FAC, I had a long list of bigger modeling pro-
jects that [ wanted to do. There were two separate events for
Dime Scale back then. One for "original" ten centers, and anoth-
er for new designs based on the old concept. I found it confus-
ing and simply stayed away from the events. Once the powers-
that-be simplified the set up, I gave it a try. | was hooked! After
years of controversy and many revisions, the Dime Scale rules
gelled, and the event is flourishing.

I love the fact that a guy can design a "sorta scale" model and
get it into the game with minimal fuss. It's a great way to han-
dle a lot of those subjects that I know I'd never get around to if
they had to be done up as proper Scale models. They can be
built mighty light, and they fly like stink!

When it comes to designing a "Neo Dime" scale model, I like to
keep the original 1930s concept in mind... They are not Scale

models that just happen to have sixteen inch wingspans. There
is more too it than that...or rather, much /ess. It's modeling min-
imalism! I try to approach the design process like the fellows at
Comet did long ago. Even in 1935 ten cents wasn't a whole lot
of money. The guy who sold it retail had to make a penny,
there were shipping costs to get it to the store, a box to put it in -
complete with a printed label. Somebody got paid to put the
stuff into that box: a plan, printed sheet wood, some balsa
sticks, a balsa prop blank, tissue, wire for the prop hook, and
when it was all done, there had to be a penny left over for profit.
That doesn’t leave a lot of wiggle room! It's a sure thing that
the fellows that ran the kit factories weren't putting any more
stuff in that little box than they absolutely had to. So I don't put
anything into my Neo Dime that I don't absolutely have to. The
trick is in taking some liberties with the scale outlines to keep
things simple, while making sure that the ship still looks like
the aeroplane you’ve decided to model.
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The Lockheed Altair in this issue comes pretty closc to that ide-
al. The lower fuselage cross section has been squared off, and
there isn't much wood in the whole thing. I think it captures the
look of the Altair in that minimalist way. You can kick it up a
notch by wrapping the cowl with some 1/32" sheet. I didn't.

* The Hellcat probably stretches

the dime concept a bit. Squaring
off the lower rear fuselage wasn't
m a good option on this one. It
2. very abruptly stopped looking
like a Hellcat without that shape.
I guess I blew the company prof-
its when I added those lower
formers, but I'll let them take it
out of my bonus at the end of the
year. It was worth it. Many of
the fighter aircraft from WWII were kitted as dimers. The
Grumman F6F needed to be added to the list. Clive Gamble
built the first one off of this plan, and found that it flies well
indoors on a 6" lkara prop, with a 30" loop of 3/32" Super
Sport. Outdoors, it takes a similar amount of 1/8" rubber.

Howard Koverman came up with a wacky/fun canard from Bel-
gium. If you're looking for something out of the ordinary, this
little bird is for you. Howard's prototype flies a treat.

Dave Pishnery has gotten into the Ten Cent game with a British
classic. It seems that the designer had model aeroplane builders
in mind when he dreamed up the Currie Wot. Dave's version
builds up into a lightweight biplane that looks "just right” for
Free Flight.

See you on the flying field!

Wingnut
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