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Cover rudder and stabilizer on one side only, -

Cover wing with paper on top side only.
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The legendary Earl Stahl died at the age of 94 in October of 2012. His passing marks the
loss of one of the most prolific and talented designers in the field of model aviation.
During his lifetime, he undoubtedly contributed more to the scale free-flight scene than
any other person in history.

He grew up in Ferndale, a suburb of Johnstown in western Pennsylvania, and
began building models in 1928. During the 1930’s, he became involved in contest flying
along with two other local modelers, Ted Just and Art Eck.

His first plan to be published was the Class C Weight Rule model. This appeared
in Model Airplane News in 1939, followed a few months later by the Hi-Climber in
Flying Aces. Next came his first scale design --- a Rearwin Speedster that was sold to
Model Airplane News in 1940. When all was said and done, his published designs
totaled some 56.

All of his models flew really well right off the building board with just one
exception, that being the Curtiss XP55 Ascender. His thoughts on this monstrosity: “I
never could get the damn thing to fly and only built it to humor an editor who insisted on
my doing it.”

During the late 1930’s and early 1940’s, All American Aviation was operating
Stinson Reliants and furnishing airmail service to many small towns throughout the
Northeast that had no airports, Johnstown included. This was accomplished by means of
a system that enabled mail to be picked up and delivered on the fly without the airplane
having to land.

Earl went to work for this company in 1941. His duties consisted of carrying
outgoing mail from the Post Office to the pickup site, setting up the station, and then
delivering incoming mail to the Post Office after pickup and drop-off were completed.
His presence was required for only a few hours twice each day, which gave him a lot of
free time and made it possible for him to be so productive where models were concerned.

During the early war years, he was deferred from military service for a short
while due to a minor spinal irregularity. In late 1942, however, he was inducted into the
Army Air Corp. Here he served as Link Trainer instructor teaching celestial navigation.
When hostilities began to wind down, the Army sent him to NACA’s Langley Research
Center to build wind tunnel models. His career at NACA (later becoming NASA) lasted
for 41 years --- 7 years as model-builder, 22 years participating in wind tunnel research,
and during his final 12 years serving as Chief of Operations for the entire center.

Between 1985 and 1996, he was awarded many honors, among which were
election to the National Free-flight Hall of Fame, AMA Hall of Fame, Society of Antique
Modelers Hall of Fame, Kits and Plans Antiquitous Hall of Fame, and Flying Aces Hall
of Fame.

He was one of a kind . . . a legend in his own time.
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