


Crosswin_ds Salutes Gordon J. Roberts, Ph;D.

Gordon Roberts was born on April 9, 1927 in Fenton, England. Situated in a
District of Central England collectively known as Stoke-on-Trent, the region was noted
for coal mines, fine clay, and high quality China. Following the early loss of his father,
Gordon was raised as an only child by his mother and his matemal grandmother.

In his youth, Gordon showed a precocious interest in sports and competition. He
played Cricket and Rugby. Gordon discovered aeromodeling in his teens and became a
member of the Society of Medel Aeronautical Engineers (SMAE), England’s equivalent
of the U.S. AMA. He built and flew rubber powered free flight models, but rubber
became unavailable, he transferred to diesel powered free flight models. ‘

Gordon was an excellent student and excelled at Chemistry. After graduating
college, he became a British Ceramic Research Associate. His success at this led to
his entering graduate school at Leeds University where he graduated with High
Distinction and received his Ph.D in Chemistry. A visiting American Professor was so
impressed with Gordon that he recommended him fill a position at Ferro Corporation in
Cleveland, Ohio. This led to Gordon's immigration to Cleveland where he worked full
time at Ferro until age 70. After that he remained as a part time consultant for several
more years.

Shortly after coming to the US, Gordon helped found the Cleveland Free Flight
Society (CFFS). Gordon'’s penchant for detail and his scientific training enabled him to
excel in FF maodel construction and flight. His models were built using the highest quality
materials and their perfformance was outstanding.

Gordon’s stellar achievement in modeling was his competitive leadership. He
casually referred to model flying as “game,” but one which he played with unusual
verve. When competing , the mild mannered Englishman became a TIGER! To him,
the prospect of “WINNINGI” was the only point of participating in a contest.

Gordon quickly became a relentless FAC Competitor. After winning 16 FAC
victories, he was awarded the prestigious the “Blue Max” medal. He soared through the
various FAC ranks and became the FAC's first Air Marshall. Due in part to the high
quality of his competition Gordon never became a Grand Champion in FAC National
Competition. Although that accolade eluded him, Gordon did become the FAC's most
successful competitor because of his brilliance, determination, and hard work. He was
admitted to the FAC “Hall of Fame™ in 2006. In 2011 he received the FAC'’s only “Ace of
Aces” Medal in recognition of his spectacular achievement of winning well over 500 FAC
First Places!

Gordon, in his dotage, continued to build model planes at an impressive rate.
Jim Hyka has speculated that Gordon may have been the most prolific model builder in
FAC history. As recently as mid-March, 2012, Jim Hyka, Russ Brown, Rich Weber and |
visited Gordon at his condo. We showed him two CD’s of old aviation movies and had
pizza. Our visit lasted over four hours and Gordon was tired at the end of it. Even so
he invited us to come down to his workshop and see his latest creation. Despite the
- seriousness of his condition, Gordon continued to find happiness and peace in building
models. He left a wonderful legacy and all that knew him became better modelers
because of him.

' .- Dennis O. Norman -
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Dennis Tyson 45,13

Spencer Tyson 36.55

Parker Tyson 35.49 a
Ben Saks 32.36

FAC EVENTS

FAC Peanut - two entries
High Wing Peanut - no entries

Golden Age Scale - one entry

Don Slusarczk 943
Chuck Slusarczyk 865
Jim Buxton 188

No Cal Profile Scale ’ fz! I ’J/"
(’E

Dime Scale 'J

Don Slusarczyk Maubousin
Steve Griebling DH 6

Roy Divis D7
Jack Karn Stinson 105
Phantom Flash - 8 entries

a

Flyoff between Don Slusarczyk & Mike Thompson

Mike Thompson won by 5 seconds.

Thanks for coming to our Contest. We hope to have the same time frame next year.

We are looking over the FAC events to encourage more participation in these
categories.

A number of AMA records were set. Congratulations to these flyers.

Brett Sanborn F1D

Bi1l Gowan A6"

Don Slusarczyk AMA Cabin

Parker Tyson senior F1D

Spencer Tyson junior hand launch stick

Michael Zand CD









