


| ,‘SNCAO 200 FRENCH FIGHTER OF 1939

The Nieuport-Duplex company was established in 1902 by the several brothers Nieuport
for the manufacture of engine components. In 1909 the company was re-named Société
Général d’ Aerolocomotion and marketed additional components for the aircraft industry.
Their first aircraft, probably built in 1908, was destroyed in a flood, and the second, a
single wing monoplane, with totally enclosed fuselage, was completed in late 1909.

Buy 1911 the company was producing components, including propellers, for the aircraft
industry exclusively, and was named Nieuport et Deplante.

In 1911 Edouard Nieuport was thrown out of a plane on landing and died. The company
was then taken over by Henri Deutsch de la Meurthe and re-named Société Anonyme des
Etablissments Nieuport. In 1912, Charles Nieuport was killed in another crash.

The chief designer for a short time was Franz Schneider who soon went to work for L.V.G
in Germany where he fought with Anthony Fokker over the design of interrupter gear for
fuselage mounted machine guns used in aircraft.

In 1914 Gustave Delage took charge of the Nieuport company and oversaw development
of their aircraft through the Nieuport 27 model.

Nieuport aircraft through Ni27 were very lightly built and were rather fragile, suffering
from occasional wing failures, but were preferred by Albert Ball and Charles Nungesser in
combat.

Nieuports were also assigned to the first USA squadrons and were flown by Eddie
Rickenbacker among others.

Nieuport 28 and 29 models had a second spar to strengthen both wings. Model 29
featured a monocoque fuselage construction and a strongly braced two bay wing design.
The Nieuport 31 was a monoplane and was the first aircraft to exceed 200 mph.

After WW I, Nieuport absorbed the Astra aerial balloon company and the Tellier seaplane
company and produced a family of planes based upon the Ni-D42 layout until WW II.
The Ni-42C-1 was a single seat racer and Ni-42 C-2 was a two seat version.

The Nieuport-Delage 52 was used in Spain during its Civil War.

The French Army bought many 62 series Nieuport planes (620, 621, 622 and 629) but they
became obsolete before WW II.

The Nieuport company merged with Loire in 1932, becoming the Société Anonyme Loire-
Nieuport. In 1936 the company was taken over by SNCAOQ (Société de Constructions
Aéronautiques de I'Oueste) which later became SNCASO (Sud-Ouest) in 1941 and was
completely absorbed by Sud Aviation in 1957.

In 1934, under the leadership of Monsieur Pillon, work began on a tandem two seat,
inverted gull wing dive bomber. The first prototype flew in 1935.
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1911 NIEUPORT MONOPLANL

The Paris Air Show in 1938 was a pnme opportumty to introduce aircraft. Nleuport was there as the grand-daddy
of French aircraft and rolled out for a try for production sales. A full scale model Ni 200 was displayed, mounted
gear-up on a pedestal. Nieuport family character shapes of elongated Ni 161 merged with L.N. 42 forms as an
aggressive compression with a swept back low wing, ample stab size, and dramatic dihedral.

Media attention with publication of 3-views, data and photos were added to the must- build file archives. The
CAO 200, as a model project, went on long term delay to find an event in the FAC action.

Nieuport SNCAO intended to power the 200 with the latest Hisso 1,100 hp. HS 12Y-51 but it was directed to the
D.520. So the chronic engine shortage forced use of the HS 12Y-31 of 860 hp.. This was a step back by matching the
- same engine that the 1937 fighter- competition- winning Morane Saulnier M. 405 used. The excellent Dewoitine
D-520 won selection for all out production.

A token production order to SNCAO for 12 type 200 fighters went without release of materials or push to build.
Work on the CAO 200 No.1 continued to apply for production. The prototype was assigned to flying defense of the
factory zone. CAO test pilot M. Demaziéra provided a heroic demonstration by destroying an intruding He 111 on
May 24, 1940. Finding proof of WW II combat use allowed FAC C.I.C. Lin Reichel to approve the C.A.O. 200 type.
Blasting off mothballs and file dust, the model project to bring this rare airplane into FAC WW II combat with
French colors, was alive. R&D in Storkville with great input to this archive from Alain Parmentier in France (a Bill
Hannan hook-up), and from Wingnut's search. Initial plans were drawn with a 16” w.s. double spar wing, using
built-up 10% thick, flat bottom airfoil ribs. This mid 2008 mad mess of geodetic, in-air built sticks was offered to
our high scoring designer Steve Griebling for K.LS.S. fix, building, and proof flying for Crosswinds. A win in FAC .
WW II combat over Storkville was good for this rag. _ i
SNICAOQ Factory colors and marking: ' ‘ z
Color and marking SW.A.G. (Scientific wild-ass Guess) solution began with a look back to N1euport factory

choices on Ni 161 prototypes. Photos show only overall dull aluminum paint without markmgs or tail stripes.

We hope for room here to add a a 10” w.s. Nieuport 161 plan by Herb Weiss from MAX FAX 12/76 that adds wing

roundels and tail stripe color to a casual scale drawing. So sorry, wé do not have the Ace Whitman Ni 161 plan by

Joe Ott to see or show. (]ump in readers!)

Selection of the M.S. 405 for mass production ended Ni 161 use. Urgent 1 French productlon of the M.S. 406 included

a build order for 325 of some 900 assembled at C.A.O. Bouguenais factory, using the 860 hp. H.S.12Y-31 engine.

A right side profile view photo of C.A.O. No.1 and 3-views with stab end tip plates is in Air International/June

1975. Nationality rudder stripes and type lettering was added to the overall dull aluminum finish. Line markmgs

for aileron, skin seams, flaps, slats and landing gear doors add detail. French wing roundels are not seen in side

view angle photos in the aluminum finish. No photos published for the May 24, 1940 combat use era have escaped ;
security. A likely prospect for on-wing roundels is discussed by Steve. On fuselage roundels are not a high f
probability, but we show options. Fuselage roundels were added to M.S. 406 fighters after January, 1940. :
After German occupation of northern France,_ a Schwartz Non. Com. posed for a photo sitting on top of No. 1 while ‘
it was parked on grass. The under-nose view shows underside wing roundels on standard Gris Bleu Clair (light !
blue-grey) underside paint. The upper nose appears to be camouflaged. An artistic reach for banded camouflage
on a near CAO 200 profile found by Wingnut in AVIONS No.7 is without any photo documentation. This art may -
be Bad Guy squadron sabotage? French camouflage was by factory choice application of general instructions. The
best example of SNCAO applied camouflage is Profile Publication No. 147's 3-view color for a SNCAO built M.S.
406 No. 101, white 34 and N4. - 21. This camo is random area Vert (green), Brun Foncé (dark brown), light brown
and not Gris Blue Foncé (dark blue-grey) Undersides are Gris Bleu Clair (light blue-grey). Write in here if you have
an itch to see the M.S. 406 color 3-view. Meanwhile we have lots of color to apply as desired. “Less is More” -may
apply? Or go crazy if you hke It is on your bird, and Steve need not have all the fun!

Russ Brown |

Color reference is SCALE MODELS Nov. 1980 Pg 602-603 French Camouflage Colours by Jean Plerre Ldesprez

We greatly regret and mourne the ﬂ:ght West forAI Backslrom, Jack McG:IItvray amI R. S. Zelma )
Al flew experimental aircraft, and is known for the sport model biplane “Born Loser” from Shorty’s Basement.
Jack McGigllivray takes an immense talent in Free Flight and FAC to Canadian skies.
Rich Zelina gathered model plans in Fallston, Md. '
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1/T6” sq. stringers
 side stringer butted here. - ‘ \
ger bu ere SNCAO 200 plan by Steve Griebling; CFFS, 2009

Motor was 4 strands .100” wide X 24” long,

Super Sport rubber, braided.

































