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PREZ SPEAKS
Something really special happened during the I-10 Challenge.  Bill Sewell went out of 
his way to pick up Marv Bashaw so Marv could be part of Bruce Grawburg’s
noteworthy performance flying Marv’s Kansas Wake.  Here is what is truly great.  
Physically, Marv is no longer able to fly his great models.  Bruce is a new guy, 
working hard to rekindle his building skills and get back into free flight after an 
absence since childhood.  From the pictures below, you can see Marv bent over the 
model showing Bruce a few pointers on setting the model up for flight.  What a great 
teaching moment!  What the pictures don’t show is the twinkle in Marv’s eyes seeing 
his model fly once again in competition!  What a great happening!  None of which 
could have happened without CD Peter Brocks waving the BOM rule.
On the east end of the flight line, Steve Hesla was putting on a great show of 
airmanship.  A quick glance at the data table shows Steve flew six different gas 
models.  Most of us might drag that many models out to the field and maybe manage 
to log time on two or three models at best.  That type of performance takes 
preparation and some keen organization during the contest to make that type of 
performance to happen. 
Our pledge to find a category to fly anything you can drag out to the contest has been 
paying off.  Look at the different types of models flown in the “2 Minute Combo”:  P-
30s, F1G Coupe, Embryo, Jimmie Allen and Ornithopter.  Obviously, these are not all 
equally competitive.  But the whole object of the wide open categories is to promote 
flying activity at our contests.  It’s happening!
This year’s I-10 Challenge resulted in a landslide victory for Phoenix.  Tucson was 
simply outgunned.  Phoenix fielded eleven contestants vs. Tucson’s three.  The final 
score based upon points earned by each contestant was Phoenix’s 490 points vs. 
Tucson’s 128 points.
As great as some of the above items are, it was with real sadness that we learned 
during the contest that Roland Lovejoy had sustained a tragic fall and was in critical 
condition in the hospital.  Roland passed away on April 19th in the week following the 
contest.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Debbie and their family. 
Elmer Nelson




