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Archie Harlan

October 23, 192571 February 9, 2008
Archie passed away Monday evening, February 9th following a long, difficult
struggle with cancer. His son, Larry indicated Archie was not sedated, clear of
mind and in no unusual pain. His passing was peaceful.
Archie began building models as a teen age lad in the late 1930s and was a
member of the Copper Clad Eagles MAC. This was the forerunner of the PMAC.
Prior to WWII, Archie and his brother Leslie flew their models at Sky Harbor
airport. When asked about this, Les stated that privilege ended abruptly when
one of Archiebds models crashed into a | o
graduation from high school in 1943, Arch enlisted in the Army Air Corps. His
hope of getting into get into pilot training never materialized. Following WWII,
Archie did get his private pilot license. In 1955, he and Les purchased a new F
Model Bonanza that they used in their plumbing and air conditioning business.
In more recent years, Arch assisted Les in his construction of a Rotax powered
Kit Fox airplane.
Arch was one of the fAgood handso peopl e.
high level of building skill and inventiveness. His perfection as a builder and flyer
put him at the top of the class. He enjoyed all aspects of free flight and excelled
in AMA Gas, Nostalgia Gas, AMA rubber, and Old Time gas and rubber models.
His skill in building was matched by his ability in trimming his models. Typically,
his gas models climbed steeply, made one to two climbing turns and smoothly
rolled out at the top with little loss of altitude. He really knew who to teach his
beautiful models how to fly. He was a keen competitor, but was always quick to

help a fellow model er. Jean Andrews put
regularly beat the pants off me when we flew the same events, but somehow he
made it FUN to be beaten. o

He had fun coming up with the unusual. Many years ago, he built and flew a

Dyna-Jet powered free flight. Arch was a bit noncommittal about the success of

this creation when he displayed a picture of it. But he did say it was one heck of

a model to start and launch! During a contest a few years ago, Arch brought out

an aging Gollywock. After winding it to a full load of torque, the model climbed

out in a typical Harlan profile. After reaching about 200 feet and still under good
power, the model Abl ew upo, disintegrat.i
Always a good sport, Arch shrugged his shoulders and said well | guess it is time

to build another one!

Dick Strang summed it wup for many of wus,
was there, was a very good day. Archie was my idol and was by far the best
builder/flyer of free flight model airplanes | ever knew. | will really miss my good

friend, but I know the pain and suffering is over, God speed Archie, may your
thermals be | argebo

Elmer Nelson



PREZ SPEAKS
We recently lost Archie Harlan who was a very special friend to many of
us and a modeler extraordinary. He was particularly special to me,
because he led me back into this hobby after my absence of nearly 50
years. A simple example of his patience and kindness was his
encouraging response when | presented him with my first attempt to
make a folding prop for a rubber model. He fondly examined it and as he
slowly turned it over in his hands remarked what a fine attempt | had
made. It wasndét | ong before I realized
shown in public! |l 6ve kept it, mostly
with someone who was excited about the hobby and who had little if any
building skill. Arch will be sorely missed.
On the positive side, we have two new members. Please welcome back
Mike Roseberry and his Dad, Bill. Mike has recently become a dominant
factor in electric F1Q. Also welcome Robert McLinden of Chandler.
Robert is a transplant from the east coast and found us thru the AMA
website. Welcome aboard to all.
| 6m al so pleased to announce that Dick
over the news letter from Steve Riley. As most of you know, Steve has
done a masterful job with the news letter for many years. You probably
recall that Steve moved to Albuguerque some two years ago. Even
thought geographically separated, he willingly carried on as editor. We
just candédt thank Steve enough for t
Being editor is a | ot of work. Let
for the new letter. For example, you probably have a clever way of
making something or have found a better way to trimming a model.
Simple ideas can really make good material for the news letter.
OQur next contest is delayed one day. I
March 22nd. Arch Harlan memorial service will be held on the 21st. See
the notice elsewhere in this news letter. At our next contest, | will
schedule a mass |l aunch in Archés honor.
your choice. Around noon we will all line up along the flight line. When
everyone is ready, we will crank engines and launch in a ripple sequence
from one end of the line to the other. Gas models will launch first
foll owed by rubber jobs and gliders. L
show for Arch.
Elmer Nelson
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PMAC / TFFC
2009

SPRING BREAK
SATURDAY 3/21

[-10 CHALLENGE
SUNDAY 4/19

HOT STUFF
SATURDAY 5/16

DAWN PATROL
Dates to be determined

FALL KICK OFF
SUNDAY 9/20

GHOST RIDERS
SATURDAY 10/24

TURKEY SHOOT
SUNDAY 11/15

ARIZ. FF CHAMPIONSHIP
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
12/5 & 12/6

PMAC MEETING SCHEDULE

Wed. March 11th 10:A.M.
Dennybs, Tempe

Tue 14-Apr 07:00 PM
Room 09
Granite Reef Senior Center

Wed. May 13th 10:00 A.M.
Dennyods Tempe

Tue 09-Jun 07:00 PM
Room 09
Granite Reef Senior Center

Contest Report

Presi dent 6s

February 22, 2009
Eloy, AZ

Cup

CD: Vic Lichtenberg; EImer Nelson reporting.
As folks began showing up at 8:00 AM, the
temperature was a bit chilly with a very slight
breeze. Sky condition was mostly overcast.
By 8:30, the clouds moved out, cold windy
conditions developed and flying shut down.
Around 9:30, the wind began to subside and a
few flights were flown. From that point, the
weather continued to improve and developed
into a great contest day. Attendance was good
with 14 contestants signing up to fly a wide
range of models. Tim Batiuk from California
led the way with his Tip Launched, catapult,

and

cl assic

gliders.

fly with us, because of his cutting edge designs
and superior performance. Dick Nelson was
very active in gas power, as usual. Another
area of interest has been the rising interest in
electric powered free flight. Mike Roseberry

and Ralph Hotz dazzled us with their high

performance F1Q flights. The rules allow for
25 second motor runs which puts these very

fast models into the lower regions of the

stratosphere! Another treat was watching Ben
Nead run his postal contest in the Jetex/Rapier
powered rocket powered contest. Many of
these excellent models making made notable
flights. Models for this contest were mailed
from as far away as Great Britain. Results

follow.
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